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English Program

Level VII (12th Grade)

Week One: Vocabulary

LESSON & ASSIGNMENTS: INTRODUCE NEW LIST

SAMPLE LESSON

Assignment 1: Read the 20 words below. This is your vocabulary list for study over the next four weeks.

Begin this week by matching each vocabulary word with its dictionary definition. (You are permitted and

highly encouraged to use a dictionary to ensure correct answers!)

When providing your answers, please write the word, followed by a colon or a dash, and then write the

definition. See the example below: 

lantern: a lamp, typically with a handle, with a transparent case protecting the flame or electric bulb.

VOCABULARY WORDS DEFINITIONS

1. alight

2. ameliorate

3. asylum

4. cacophony

5. centrifugal

6. convoluted

7. derelict

8. disinclination

9. exploitation

10. impetus

11. incriminate

12. perfunctory

1. moving or tending to move away from a center

2. (of a subject or knowledge) little known; abstruse

3. calm, dependable, and showing little emotion or animation

4. to descend

5. a tendency to choose or do something regularly

6. to make (something bad or unsatisfactory) better

7. inability to deal with or understand something complicated

8. the force or energy with which a body moves

9. in a very poor condition as a result of disuse and neglect

10. a layer or a series of layers of rock in the ground

11. carried out with a minimum of effort or reflection

12. exhibiting different colors; marked by variety



13. perplexity

14. proclivity

15. recondite

16. repugnance

17. stolid

18. stratum

19. trajectory

20. variegated

13. a reluctance or lack of enthusiasm

14. the protection granted by a nation to someone who has left their 

native country as a political refugee

15. to make (someone) appear guilty of a crime or wrongdoing

16. the path followed by a projectile flying or an object moving under 

the action of given forces. 

17. the action or fact of treating someone unfairly in order to benefit 

from their work

18. a harsh discordant mixture of sounds 

19. intense disgust

20. (especially of an argument, story, or sentence) extremely complex 

and difficult to follow



The Lantern English Co.

English Program

Level VII (12th Grade)

Week One: Grammar

LESSON & ASSIGNMENTS: NOUNS & PRONOUNS

SAMPLE LESSON

The Noun

A noun names a person, place, thing, or idea.

We can separate nouns into two main groups: concrete nouns and abstract nouns.

Concrete nouns are nouns that we can touch with our hands, see with our eyes, smell with

our nose, hear with our ears, or taste with our tongue.  In other words, we use one or more of our

five senses to experience the concrete noun. Concrete nouns name people, places, and things.

The other type of noun is an abstract noun. This is a noun that we cannot see, hear, feel,

touch, or taste.

Happiness is an example of this. We cannot see, hear, smell, touch, or taste happiness. It is an idea or a

concept. You cannot say what color happiness is or what it tastes like. If you tried to touch happiness, you

would have a very hard time doing that because there is nothing to touch. Does happiness have a smell? No.

Happiness is an abstract noun.  

Freedom and liberty are two other examples of abstract nouns. Abstract nouns do not have color, sound,

taste, etc. Abstract nouns name ideas.

We can also categorize nouns in another way:  common nouns and proper nouns.  Let us look at

common nouns first.



Common Nouns

Person

• mother

• brother

• clerk

• policeman

• athlete

Place

• home

• store

• street

• bedroom

• warehouse

Thing

• cup

• bananas

• table

• book

• computer

Idea

• love

• hope

• happiness

• fear

• anger

Notice that the nouns in the table above do not start with a capital letter. That is because

they are not naming a specific person, place, thing, or idea. We call these types of nouns

common nouns or improper nouns.   We use common nouns when we are not referring to

someone, someplace, or something by a specific name.

Assignment 1A: Study this poem, “Stopping by Woods on a Snowy Evening” by Robert Frost.  Underline

all of the common nouns. Ask yourself for each word: “Does this name a person, place, thing, or idea?”

Stopping by Woods on a Snowy Evening

Robert Frost

Whose woods these are I think I know.   

His house is in the village though;   

He will not see me stopping here   

To watch his woods fill up with snow.   

My little horse must think it queer   

To stop without a farmhouse near   

Between the woods and frozen lake   

The darkest evening of the year.   

He gives his harness bells a shake   

To ask if there is some mistake.   

The only other sound is the sweep   

Of easy wind and downy flake.   

The woods are lovely, dark and deep,   



But I have promises to keep,   

And miles to go before I sleep,   

And miles to go before I sleep.

Proper Nouns

Person

• Mom

• Aunt Susan

• Grandpa Chuck

• President Anderson

Place

• Highland Park

• Walgreens

• King's Dominion

• France

Thing

• Empire Apples

• Bible

• Android

• Nile River

Note that all of the nouns in this table begin with a capital letter. These nouns are naming a specific person,

place, or thing (note that ideas – abstract nouns – can never be made proper.) We call these types of

nouns specific or proper nouns. We use proper nouns when we are referring to something

by a specific name.

The following categories are always proper nouns.

1. Names of people and pets:  

Mrs. Edwards David Snoopy Garfield

2. Names of places and buildings:

Madrid, Spain Main Street Washington Monument

Lake Ontario Alaska Pacific Ocean

3. Names of books, movies, newspapers, and magazines:

Charlotte's Web Toy Story The Orlando Times

Highlights Monsters, Inc. 

4. Names of holidays, days of the week, and months:  

Christmas Sunday April

Memorial Day Thanksgiving Friday



5. Names of languages:

Spanish English French Italian

6. Names of companies and brand names:

Google Pepsi Nike Apple

7. Titles of people when used in front of their names:

President Lincoln King George Captain Hook

Judge Peterson Prince William Doctor McNeish

8. Names of religions:

Baptist Protestant Jewish Catholic

Two groups of nouns that can be confusing when it comes to capitalizing them are the seasons (spring,

summer, fall, and winter) and directions (north, south, east, west).

The general rule for seasons is that you do not capitalize them unless they start a sentence or are part of the

name of an event such as the "Winter Olympics."

The rule for directions is also easy. If you are referring to a specific part or location of the country (such as

the South, the Northwest, the East), then you should capitalize these nouns. But, if you are just referring to

a general direction, then do not capitalize these nouns (such as north of town, southeast of my house).

Assignment 1B: Write ten proper nouns for each. Remember to capitalize each proper noun: 

Person

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

Place

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

Thing

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.



7.

8.

9.

10.

7.

8.

9.

10.

7.

8.

9.

10.

Making Nouns Plural

Making nouns plural is something you should already be familiar with as a growing writer. Most of the

time, it is something you learn just by speaking. You know to turn  eyelash  into  eyelashes  or  chair  into

chairs.  You know that there are various plural forms such as  tomato turned into  tomatoes  or  sheep  into

sheep.

Still, we will review the definition and rules in this lesson. So, what is a plural noun? If you are referring to

a single object or person, you would use the singular form. If you are referring to more than

one person or more than one object, you would use the plural form.

There are multiple rules to making nouns plural in English. The reason for this is that English is made up of

words from many different languages.   We are not  going to learn every rule  for  plurals  in this  lesson

because that would take a very long time. Instead, we are going to focus on the rules that cover most

English words.

Rule #1 - Add the letter S

 

hand - hands  window - windows chair - chairs

Rule #2 - If the noun ends in S, X, Z, CH, or SH, then add ES.

glass - glasses box - boxes waltz - waltzes

church - churches wish - wishes  

Rule #3 - If  the noun is a standard English word (not foreign) and ends in a consonant

followed by the letter O, add ES.

potato -  potatoes banjo - banjoes hero - heroes

Rule #4 - If the noun ends in O and is a foreign word, add just S.



piano - pianos kimono - kimonos photo - photos

Rule #5 - If the noun ends in Y, change the Y to I and add ES. (Do not do this with proper

nouns.)

cherry - cherries sky  - skies penny - pennies

Rule #6 - For most nouns that end in F, FF, or FE, add just S.

turf - turfs cliff - cliffs giraffe - giraffes

Rule #7 - Some nouns that end in F, FF, or FE change the F to a V and then add ES.

calf - calves staff - staves knife - knives

Rule #8 - Some nouns have the exact same form for singular and plural.

fish - fish sheep - sheep deer - deer

Rule #9 - Some nouns change to a completely different word to form the plural.

person - people foot - feet man - men

When forming plurals, rules #1 and #2 will cover about 99% of all English words.  So, if you

can just memorize those two rules, you will be right much of the time. But, do not ignore the other rules

because they are also important.

Assignment 1C: Turn each of the following words into its plural form.

1. dog 6. plate

2. patio 7. fish

3. knife 8. baby

4. tomato 9. bus

5. monkey 10. piano



Making Nouns Possessive

Although this  also  should  be something you are  familiar  with,  making nouns possessive  trips  a lot  of

students up. Let us review the basic rules:

Rule #1 - If the noun ends in any letter other than S, we use an apostrophe and then the

letter S to show possession.

• the dog - the dog's bone

• the men - the men's team

• the quiz - the quiz's answers

Rule #2 - If a singular noun ends in the letter S, we can use EITHER an apostrophe and the

letter S or we can use ONLY an apostrophe to show possession.

• Charles - Charles's book OR Charles' book

• the boss – the boss' paperwork OR the boss's paperwork

• Jesus - Jesus's mother OR Jesus' mother

Rule  #3  –  If  a  plural  noun  ends  in  the  letter  S,  we  use  only  an  apostrophe  to  show

possession.

• guys – guys' night out

• dogs – the dogs' bones

Rule #4 - Acronyms form the possessive with an apostrophe and the letter S.

• NASA - NASA's spaceship

• USA - the USA's flag

• ABC - ABC's documentary

Rule #5 - If you have two nouns and two objects that are individually owned, then each noun

is made possessive.

• John and Mary - John's and Mary's hats       (they each have their OWN hat)

• James and Ann - James' and Ann's dinners (they each have their OWN dinner)



Rule #6  - If you have two or more nouns and all nouns own the same object, then just the

last noun is made possessive.

• John and Mary - John and Mary's children (they have the same children)

• James and Ann - James and Ann's car (they own the same car)

• Kara, Dave, and Julie – Kara, Dave, and Julie's father (they all have the same father)

Assignment 1D: Turn each of the following words into its possessive form. 

1. cars 6. UVA

2. window 7. Hudson and Addie blankets

3. Mike 8. men

4. Oscar 9. Maria and James house

5. teachers 10. Lewis

Nominative Pronouns

Next up is the pronoun. We can study the pronoun immediately following the noun because it performs the

same job as the noun.  A pronoun is a word that takes the place of a noun. Pronouns are very

useful because otherwise we would be repeating the same noun over and over again. There are several kinds

of pronouns in English. Each type of pronoun is used in a specific way. This lesson will teach you how to use

nominative  and possessive pronouns (You will learn about the other kinds of pronouns in

the next class).

Nominative pronouns are sometimes called subject pronouns, because they usually take the

place of a noun that is functioning as the subject in a sentence (more about that in Lesson 5).

Here are the nominative or subject pronouns. The singular is given with its plural in the next column.

Singular  Plural

I  we

you  you

he  they

she  they

it  they



Remember, these pronouns are used as the subjects of a sentence. Below are some examples using each of

these pronouns.  

Singular Plural

I drive a car. We drive a car. 

You eat ice cream. You (all) eat ice cream.

He speaks Russian. They speak Russian.

She swims every day. They swim every day.

It keeps food cold. They keep the food cold.

Imagine that some friends are having a conversation. We will write some sentences that Hannah might say

to her friend Ashley. The subjects are placed in parentheses to make it easier for you to see them.

(Hannah) went on a field trip.

(Ashley, being spoken to) went on a field trip.

(Caleb) enjoyed the field trip.

(Jane) arrived too late for the field trip.

(The car) was full.

(Jane and Caleb) bought some souvenirs.

Below are the same sentences with nominative pronouns in place of the nouns used above.

I went on a field trip.

You went on a field trip.

He enjoyed the field trip.

She arrived too late for the field trip.

It was full.

They bought some souvenirs. 

Possessive Pronouns

Lastly, we will move on to possessive pronouns. As you learned above, we can make nouns possessive to

show that someone or something owns something. Possessive pronouns show ownership as well but are

used at the end of a sentence. 

Here are the possessive pronouns.  The singular is given with its plural in the next column.



Singular Plural 

mine ours

yours yours

his theirs

hers theirs

its theirs

We use possessive pronouns as substitutes for possessive forms of nouns, when these nouns were used at

the end of a sentence. 

For example – 

• “This dog is Andrew's.” (possessive form of noun)

• “This dog is his.” (replaced with possessive pronoun)

Remember, these pronouns are only used to show possession. Look at some examples using each of these

possessive pronouns.  

Singular Plural 

The car was mine. The car was ours.

The ice cream is yours. The ice cream is (all of) yours .

The book will be his. The book will be theirs.

The swimming pool is hers. The swimming pool is theirs.

The tires were its. The tires were theirs.

Assignment 1E: Underline all of the nominative and possessive pronouns in the following sentences. 

1. Is this train his? 8. Will you get me some medicine? 

2. The cup is hers. 9. We are not feeling very well. 

3. They will show us the skill. 10. I don't understand why she is not tired. 

4. It is ours. 11. This coupon is for us. 

5. Which one is yours? 12. They will call him tomorrow. 

6. He will never tell me his secrets! 13. Which phone number will be mine? 

7. Do you think that's funny? 14. The cars are theirs.



The Lantern English Co.
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Level VII (12th Grade)

Week One: Writing

LESSON & ASSIGNMENTS: PARAPHRASE OF AN ESSAY

SAMPLE LESSON

So many advanced essays require you to respond to other works; therefore, you must be able to restate the

information presented in the original text via paraphrase or summary – then critically evaluate or discuss

this information. Paraphrase and summary skills are invaluable when it comes to almost any type of non-

fiction writing. 

While most students learn the art of paraphrasing and summarizing in grade school, applying those skills to

longer  works  is  a  challenge.  Admittedly,  paraphrasing can be the greater  challenge,  because you must

restate  the  original  text  without  plagiarizing  or simplifying.  You  also  must  remain  entirely  objective

throughout, as a paraphrase leaves no room for your opinions or argument. 

You will use the skills of paraphrasing and summarizing throughout this class, so we will begin with the

concept of paraphrasing in the first two lessons. 

A paraphrase is...

• Your own version of the main idea of and most important information in an original text. 

• A detailed rewriting of an original, in contrast to a summary which is a simplified rewriting of an 

original. 

Paraphrasing is a valuable skill because...

1. The process of paraphrasing requires significant attention to detail and mental skill, to fully grasp 

and convey the meaning of the original text. 



2. It allows you to restate information or portions of a passage that may be difficult for the general 

audience to understand.

3. It allows you to explain abstract or unfamiliar terms in a more concrete and common way.

4. It helps you control the temptation to quote too much, but is still a useful means of evidence. 

There are two types of paraphrase: 

• Literal:  A  literal  paraphrase  copies  the  exact  structure  of  the  original  text  and  substitutes

synonyms for each word.  Although this  form of paraphrase can be useful  for beginning drafts,

literal paraphrase is not appropriate for final drafts because it often leads to awkward sentence

structure and phrasing, plagiarism, and missing the main point of the original.

• Free: A free paraphrase focuses on expressing the main ideas of the original text, while substituting

synonyms and rearranging structure. Free paraphrase creates more natural and fluid writing and

allows you to focus more on expressing the main ideas of the original text instead of just switching

out words.

Let's study an example: 

ORIGINAL TEXT: 

The origins of cotton candy trace back centuries, all the way to Renaissance Italy. Back then, chefs melted

and spun sugar manually. The process included them pulling the candy into thin strands using forks and

draping it over broom handles. These hand-spun candies were not only labor-intensive but also expensive.

However,  the  cotton  candy  we  know and  love  today  didn’t  make  its  debut  till  the  19 th century.  Who

introduced this sugary treat? Believe it or not, a dentist named Dr. William Morrison created cotton candy.

In 1897, Dr. Morrison teamed up with candy maker, John C. Wharton, and invented a machine that heated

sugar in a spinning bowl, which had several tiny holes in it. The sugar in the hot, spinning bowl caramelized

and made its way through the holes turning the melted sugar into light strands. They called this sugary

treat “Fairy Floss.” In 1904, the two inventors introduced their machine and fun snack at the St. Louis

World’s Fair and sold 68,000 boxes over 6 months for 25¢ each ($6.75 in today’s money). The treat was so

popular, a candy store purchased the electric machine and started selling the fairy floss just a year later. In

1949, Gold Medal Products created the first factory-made cotton candy machine. This helped cotton candy

production become what it is today! (219 words)

Reference: “How Did Cotton Candy Get Started?” Gold Medal, https://www.gmpopcorn.com/resources/blog/how-did-

cotton-candy-get-started. Accessed 11 June 2020. 



LITERAL PARAPHRASE: 

If we look back several centuries, to Renaissance Italy, we see the beginnings of cotton candy. In that time,

chefs melted the sugar and spun it by hand. Cotton-candy making involved separating the candy into thin

pieces using forks, then laying those pieces over broom handles. Naturally, since the process was completed

entirely by hand, this cotton candy took a lot of time to make and was quite costly. Later, in the 19 th century,

the  modern-day  cotton  candy  came  into  being.  Surprisingly,  a  dentist  named  Dr.  William  Morrison

invented the cotton candy we know today. In 1897, he worked with a candy maker named John C. Wharton

to create a machine that heated the sugar in a rotating bowl filled with small holes. When the bowl was hot,

the sugar caramelized and was sifted through the holes, thus creating thin strands of sugar. Morrison and

Wharton dubbed their new treat “Fairy Floss.”  Several  years later,  in 1904, the two men showed their

machine and sweet treat at the St. Louis World's Fair, selling 68,000 boxes in six months. Because this

delicious treat was so popular, a candy store decided to buy the machine so that they could start selling

their own Fairy Floss. Finally, in 1949, Gold Medal Products designed a factory-made machine, making

cotton candy production even more efficient and allowing cotton candy to become as popular as it is today.

(233 words)

FREE PARAPHRASE: 

Most of us have tasted cotton candy –  sugar that is lighter than air, sweet and so delicious. Cotton candy is

popular for good reason, but much time passed before it become the sweet treat we enjoy today. Cotton

candy first appeared in Italy during the 1400s or 1500s. Italian chefs applied intensive efforts, melting the

sugar and spinning it by hand. Although this treat was surely enjoyed by many locals, cotton candy was

neither easy to make nor cost effective. Perhaps this is why several centuries passed before the idea of

cotton candy surfaced again. Surprisingly, a dentist, Dr. William Morrison, helped introduce cotton candy

into mainstream society. In the late 1800s, he worked with candy maker John C. Wharton to invent a

machine  that  would  perform  the  melting  and  spinning  process  which  had  before  made  cotton-candy

making so difficult. The two men met great success with their machine, selling 68,000 boxes of cotton

candy in just six months during the 1904 St. Louis World's Fair. A candy store caught on to this success,

buying up the machine in order to sell their own cotton candy. Then, nearly fifty years later, a factory-made

machine was built by Gold Medal Products. The increased efficiency of the cotton-candy-making process

helped  spur  the  popularity  of  this  treat,  so  that  we  can  now  enjoy  it  at  nearly  any  fair,  festival,  or

amusement park we visit! (232 words)



IMPORTANT NOTE:  Unless  a  literal  paraphrase  is  specifically  requested as  part  of  an  assignment,

assume that any instance of paraphrase calls for free paraphrase. Again, this means that your main focus as

the writer should be on expressing the main idea, without attempting to copy the exact structure or swap

out each individual word with a synonym. 

HOW TO WRITE A SUCCESSFUL (FREE) PARAPHRASE

You may utilize a variety of methods to paraphrase a text; however, an effective paragraph utilizes more

than one of these methods. If you find yourself using only one method, you are likely not paraphrasing well,

and are perhaps on the edge of plagiarism. Follow these steps to write a successful free paraphrase. 

• Read  the  original  text  several  times  at  first,  to  ensure  that  you  have  a  well-rounded

understanding of the purpose and main ideas of the text. 

• If necessary,  make an outline for each paragraph or section of the original, including

notes for the main ideas.

• Once you understand the full meaning and have taken some notes, put the original away so you

are not tempted to plagiarize.  Now try to write out the full meaning, in your own words. Write

as if you were telling a friend about the original and what it says. 

• Compare  your  paraphrase  with  the  original  to  ensure  that  you  have  clearly  and

appropriately expressed all of the essential information. However, do NOT use the

original as a guide for structure and organization. If you are having trouble writing

your paraphrase without following along with the text, you need to read the original

several more times until you can put it away and then paraphrase. 

• Obviously, if you read a text a dozen times, you will likely remember some specific sentences and

phrases and may be tempted to use these in your paraphrase. In addition, if you are referring back

to the  original  occasionally  for  clarity  or  remembrance,  you may  be tempted to  copy sentence

structure and just swap out a few words. To avoid this, try to think about variety. 

1. Change the word order.

2. Change word form: think “The girl danced  beautifully” to “The girl performed a  beautiful

dance.”

3. Change sentence structure. Turn a long sentence into two shorter ones, for example. 



4. Change the voice – active to passive or vice versa. 

• When paraphrasing, you will  need to  use synonyms to avoid copying exact words.  When

looking for a synonym, choosing a word with the same meaning is necessary. A word with a close-

enough meaning will not convey clearly the ideas of the original. 

• If you have used any unique terms or phrases exactly from the original, do place these

in quotation marks.  For words or phrases with no suitable replacement, quoting the

original is acceptable.

• Finally,  double  check  the  length  of  your  paraphrase.  Remember  that  a  paraphrase  is  not  a

simplified  re-writing  of  the  original.  Your  paraphrase  should  be  similar  in  word  count  to  the

original text. 

Ultimately, your goal in a paraphrase is to write an entirely new version of the original, whilst retaining the

meaning. The paraphrase is not about simplifying or cutting content; it is about expressing the main idea(s)

in your own words. 

Let's study one final example set: 

The original passage:

Students frequently overuse direct quotation in taking notes, and as a result they overuse quotations in the

final [research] paper. Probably only about 10% of your final manuscript should appear as directly quoted

matter. Therefore, you should strive to limit the amount of exact transcribing of source materials while

taking notes. Lester, James D. Writing Research Papers. 2nd ed., 1976, pp. 46-47.

A version considered plagiarized: 

Students often use too many direct quotations when they take notes, resulting in too many of them in the

final research paper. In fact, probably only about 10% of the final copy should consist of directly quoted

material. So it is important to limit the amount of source material copied while taking notes. (Lester 46-47).

A legitimate paraphrase:

In research papers students often quote excessively, failing to keep quoted material down to a desirable

level.  Since the problem usually  originates during note  taking,  it  is  essential  to  minimize the material

recorded verbatim (Lester 46-47). (1) 



ASSIGNMENT NOTES

Before we begin with the first assignment for this week, we would like to discuss expected rules in this

writing course. Now that you have so much experience writing essays, we expect effort and attention to

detail for each assignment. Every assignment should meet the following requirements, unless otherwise

stated: 

Assignment Requirements: 

• Standard font, size 12

• Double spacing

• Name and date at the top of assignment, formatted on the left-hand side of the page

• For essays, a title, centered above the essay

• As directed, citations (MLA Format) included in a works cited list following an essay along with

proper textual citations 

We will not restate this list every week. It is expected that you return assignments with the

proper requirements without being asked. Points will be deducted from your grade if these

requirements are not followed. 

Assignment 1A: Read the following selections. Then, write a literal and free paraphrase for each one, as

shown in the first example set of this lesson. 

ORIGINAL TEXT 1: Brain scientists say that in order to speak a language as well as a native speaker, 

children must begin to study the language by age 10. A 2018 study found that this ability to more easily 

learn a language lasts until about age 17 or 18 – which is longer than previously thought – but then begins 

to decline. 

Language immersion programs . . . represent one way to teach foreign language to children earlier. 

Research has shown that immersion students in Canada score higher in reading literacy than non-

immersion students.

Research also shows immersion programs in general have many educational and cognitive benefits, as well 

as cultural, economic and social benefits both locally and globally. They have also been shown to be cost-

effective.

Reference: Stein Smith, Kathleen. “Foreign Language classes becoming more scarce.” American Academy of Arts and 

Sciences, 6 February 2019, https://www.amacad.org/news/foreign-language-classes-becoming-more-scarce. 

Accessed 11 June 2020. 



ORIGINAL TEXT 2:  ICÔNE, a new office complex in Belval Luxembourg designed by Foster + Partners 

has broken ground. The 18,800 square-metre office building, filled with light and greenery, encourages a 

spirit of co-creation and collaboration. Its flexible layout addresses the need for safe working environments 

and the changes to the workplace that will emerge in the future. It also references the rich industrial 

heritage of Belval, revitalising the area by making a positive contribution to the site and its surroundings. 

Reference: “ICÔNE breaks ground in Belval.” Foster + Partners, 1 June 2020, 

https://www.fosterandpartners.com/news/archive/2020/06/icone-breaks-ground-in-belval/. Accessed 11 June 

2020. 

ORIGINAL TEXT 3: This model is based on many sketches of a flying apparatus by Leonardo da Vinci. It 

features two wings, each with two sections that move independently, a rudder, and a “pilot” that pedals as 

the wings move and moves it arms together with the rudder. Powered by a single PF M Motor, it's quite 

impressive, but it doesn't fly – just like da Vinci's original designs. 

The primary challenge was cramming all the mechanical and electric parts inside the narrow body. Because 

the model was never built in da Vinci's time, the colors used in the model are simply a guess, based on the 

assumption that da Vinci would have worked with wood, canvas, and metal. 

Reference: Kmiec, “Pawet “Sariel.” Incredible LEGO Technic: Cars, Trucks, Robots, & More! No Starch Press, San 

Francisco, 2015. 

More About The Paraphrase

The concepts discussed above are useful for all types of paraphrase, but there are a few additional things to

consider when paraphrasing a complete essay or article. 

1. Your  paraphrase  should  include  an  introduction,  as  with  any  standard  essay.  Your

introduction should accomplish the main goals of any standard introduction: it should hook the

reader,  present a road-map of the essay's central  details, and clearly state the main idea of the

original text. 

2. Your introduction must also signal the author and the title of the original text.  (For

example: In his essay, “Over the River and Through the Woods” author James Havern tells us about

his opinions on traveling for the holidays.) The signal is an important part of a paraphrase of an

essay, because we need to understand whose ideas you are paraphrasing as a whole.

3. Your  paraphrase  should  use  third-person  voice,  not  first-person  voice. Do  not

paraphrase  as  if  you  had  written  the  original.  Thus,  if  you  are  paraphrasing  James  Havern's

(entirely  fictional!)  essay,  you  will  refer  to  the  author  as  Havern or  he.  You  will  not  use  the



pronouns  I,  me,  my,  etc.  as  if  the  paraphrased  ideas  are  actually  your  original  ideas.  (note:

generally, you should also not refer to the author by his/her first name only, if you are not on a first-

name basis with the author.)

Now let us discuss a problem we frequently see when students are paraphrasing longer texts. Often, we see

that students will use free paraphrase for each individual paragraph of the longer text, while still following a

literal paraphrase of the original essay's structure. 

Consider this example: 

ORIGINAL TEXT: 

When is the best time for a hearing parent to start using sign language with a deaf child? Start when

they’re babies, says Peter Hauser. Deaf himself, this scientist reported new findings based on tests of deaf 

children. Learning sign language in infancy appears to boost brainpower in ways not related to language, he

found.

Hauser is a brain researcher at the Rochester Institute of Technology in New York. “Most deaf 

children are born to hearing families,” he signed during a presentation of his data. “And,” he added, “most 

hearing parents do not sign with their newborn deaf children.” That means that these children “have very 

limited exposure to sign language.” This can slow how quickly these kids acquire language. More surprising,

Hauser’s research now suggests, late exposure to sign language also appears to affect other type of mental 

tasks.

He and his colleagues tested 115 deaf children, all around 12 years old. Some had been exposed to 

sign language from birth. Others didn’t encounter it until they were about three years old. The researchers 

asked these kids to draw lines between circles with an ordered sequence of numbers. But to make the task 

tricky, the kids had to alternate colors of the circles they chose. So they had to think about what they were 

doing, and resist the urge to connect circles of the same color. This test probed something known as 

executive function. It takes a high degree of mental effort. It involves, for instance, controlling attention, 

impulses and emotions.

Children exposed to signing from birth connected the dots about 17 seconds faster than the other 

children, Hauser noted. And late signers don’t seem to ever catch up to those exposed to signing as babies. 

The evidence? In similar tests of 40 adults, signers-from-birth beat the times of late signers by 23 seconds, 

he reported.

Hauser shared his team’s new data here on February 12 at the annual meeting of the American 

Association for the Advancement of Science. 

This result shows that whatever changed is “something that’s still there in adulthood,” says Jenny 

Singleton of the Georgia Institute of Technology in Atlanta. She’s a psychologist and language expert. 



Earlier work by Singleton had tested classrooms of deaf children. There too, some had been exposed to 

signing from birth and some had only learned to sign later. Late signers required more help to follow signed

conversations, her team found.

There’s now strong and growing evidence in kids, she says, “to suggest that if they have not acquired

[sign] language early, there can be lifelong impacts.” And families of deaf children who receive cochlear 

(KO-klee-ur) implants to restore hearing shouldn’t necessarily abandon attempts to sign, she adds. If a 

child doesn’t succeed with the implant, then signing can ensure a child still has a language to use. (467 

words)

Reference: Sanders, Laura. “Early intro to sign language has lasting benefits.” Science News for Students, 17 February 2016,

https://www.sciencenewsforstudents.org/article/early-intro-sign-language-has-lasting-benefits. Accessed 12 June 

2020. 

COMMON ATTEMPT AT PARAPHRASE: 

In response to new findings by scientist Peter Hauser, author Laura Sanders discusses the benefits 

of introducing deaf infants to sign language. Her article, “Early intro to sign language has lasting benefits,” 

Sanders presents evidence that supports the exposure of sign language as early as possible for deaf children.

Sanders begins by referring to a presentation of Hauser's data, in which he states that “most deaf 

children are born to hearing families.” Unfortunately, these hearing parents are not always quick to sign 

with their deaf infants. Surprisingly, this lack of early language introduction has been shown to slow down 

the child's ability to gain language skills and maintain the same level of mental skill as their early-signing 

peers. 

In a test of more than 100 deaf children,  most of whom were near 12 years old, Hauser and fellow 

brain research colleagues from the Rochester Institute of Technology asked the children to complete a 

series of tasks involving circles, lines, numbers, and colors. Essentially, the children were to connect the 

circles using the number sequence as a guide, whilst not connecting circles of the same color. Findings 

reported that deaf children who had been signed to from birth were able to complete the test more quickly 

than those deaf children who did not gain exposure to sign language until they were toddlers. 

These findings are comparable to other tests that have been completed by adults. Those adults who 

have been exposed to sign language since birth are regularly able to complete the tests more quickly than 

late signers,  thus demonstrating that children exposed to sign language later on rarely reach the same level 

of mental skill as those exposed to sign language in infancy. 

Obviously, the mental difference between children signed to as babies versus children who waited 

longer to be exposed to sign language continues into adulthood. Psychologist and language expert, Jenny 

Singleton has confirmed many of these findings in her own tests of deaf children. Frequently, early signers 

were more easily able to follow conversations than their late-signing peers. 

https://www.sciencenewsforstudents.org/article/early-intro-sign-language-has-lasting-benefits


Singleton suggests that there is plenty of evidence demonstrating negative long-lasting effects for 

children who are exposed to sign language even as late as toddler-hood.  Many parents delay or stop signing

to their deaf children, when a cochlear implant is given; however, Singleton advises that parents should 

continue signing with their children, because if the implant is not a success, their children will still need a 

way to communicate. (409 words)

STRONGER PARAPHRASE: 

Most deaf children are born to hearing parents; however, many parents wonder when they should 

begin signing with their deaf child. Perhaps because hearing parents are not entirely prepared for having a 

deaf child or do not realize the benefits of early exposure to sign language, not all deaf children receive the 

same introduction to language. In addition, many parents rely on the prospect of cochlear implants to 

improve or correct hearing problems. Because of these things, many deaf children are not exposed to sign 

language until they are two or three years old. This may not seem like a big deal, but as Laura Sanders 

discusses in her article, “Early intro to sign language has lasting benefits,” this lack of early exposure to a 

means of communication can effect a the brain power of a hearing-impaired person for life. 

In her article, Sanders compiles evidence from brain researcher Peter Hauser (Rochester Institute 

of Technology) and psychologist and language expert Jenny Singleton (Georgia Institute of Technology). 

Both Hauser and Singleton have conducted tests of deaf children, revealing that children who had been 

exposed to sign language from birth were able to complete a series of mentally-demanding tasks or 

comprehend a signed conversation more quickly than children who had late exposure to sign language. 

Interestingly, both Hauser's and Singleton's findings are comparable to other tests completed by 

hearing-impaired adults. It becomes apparent then that the difference in mental ability and overall 

comprehension does not disappear with childhood. Instead, hearing-impaired adults who had been 

exposed to sign language as infants also had faster test times and stronger mental skills than their later-

signing counterparts. 

Although it may be easy to postpone the introduction of sign language to deaf children, either for 

reasons of the parents' lack of knowledge of sign language or because of the potential of a restorative 

implant, Sanders points out that an early introduction to sign language creates a better opportunity for the 

success of deaf children. Her article presents compelling evidence by reputable researchers that this early 

exposure to sign language provides lifelong beneficial impacts to deaf children.  Because deaf children who 

are signed to from birth gain stronger language skills and mental ability, parents should strongly consider 

introducing sign language in infancy. (374 words)



You will notice in the first paraphrase attempt that the student has essentially followed the same structure

and order of the original article. The information is presented in generally the same way, although the

student has paraphrased the individual paragraphs. 

However, a strong paraphrase shows that you can express the main idea and most important details of an

original  without  copying  the  structure  of  the  original  as  a  whole.  You  should  notice  in  the  second

paraphrase example that the student has truly rewritten the original in a new way, while still maintaining

the main idea and most important details of the original article. 

Thus, we reiterate these two points from last week's lesson: 

• Once you understand the full meaning and have taken some notes, put the original away so you

are not tempted to plagiarize.  Now try to write out the full meaning, in your own words. Write

as if you were telling a friend about the original and what it says. 

• Compare  your  paraphrase  with  the  original  to  ensure  that  you  have  clearly  and

appropriately expressed all of the essential information. However, do NOT use the

original as a guide for structure and organization. If you are having trouble writing

your paraphrase without following along with the text, you need to read the original

several more times until you can put it away and then paraphrase. 

Now it is your turn! 

Assignment 1B: Choose an essay or article of interest. (The text you choose must be something online, so

that the instructor can easily review it. Please submit the URL for this text with your assignment.) 

Read the essay or article several times. Then write a free (not literal) paraphrase. Use the concepts and

examples  provided in  this  week's  lesson to  guide you in writing  a  strong paraphrase.  Use  the editing

checklist below to make sure that you have paraphrased successfully. 

Ensure that your essay is formatted properly, according to the instructions provided above. (There are no

citations required for this assignment.)

Editing Checklist: 

• Have I signaled the original author and the title of the original text in my introduction?



• Have I avoided first-person voice and instead used third-person voice? 

• Do I understand the main idea and most important details of the original? And have I been able to

express those in my paraphrase? 

• Did I put the original away when I wrote my paraphrase, to ensure that I avoided plagiarism or

identical copying of the original structure? 

• Is my paraphrase similar in length to the original? 

• Have I applied attention to using variation in my word choices, sentence structure, and voice, so

that I am expressing the author's main idea(s) while still using my personal writing style? 

1. Driscoll, Dana Lynn; Brizee, Allen. “Paraphrase: Write It In Your Own Words.”  Purdue Online Writing Lab, 2 August 2016.  Accessed 29 

March 2018. 
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Ray Bradbury was born on August 22, 1920 in Waukegan, Illinois. His father was a lineman for the electric

company, and his mother was a Swedish immigrant. Although not an only child, Ray Bradbury was one of

only two Bradbury children who survived to adulthood. In 1916, Bradbury's twin brothers – Leonard and

Samuel – were born. Sadly, Samuel passed away just two years later, so Ray never knew him. In 1926,

Bradbury's sister Elizabeth was born; however, she too passed away just shy of her first birthday.

Despite such sadness and loss, Bradbury enjoyed a quiet and idyllic childhood, surrounded by many family

members. His Aunt Neva, in particular, is remembered for having read to him many books and for taking

him to plays.  Aunt Neva was a costume designer and dressmaker and encouraged Bradbury to use his

imagination and creativity. When Bradbury was twelve, he saw a magic performance at a carnival. Inspired

by the magician, Mr. Electrico, Bradbury began writing and later stated that he had written every single day

of his life since then. In fact, Bradbury's habit of daily writing enabled him to publish more than 30 books

and nearly 600 short stories, in addition to essays, plays, screenplays, and poetry. 

In 1934, the Bradbury family settled in Los Angeles, California. Several years later, Ray Bradbury joined the

Los Angeles Science Fiction League and began to receive encouragement and feedback on his work. In

1938, Bradbury graduated from high school but was unable to afford to attend college. Instead, he made

trips to the library, three times per week, for ten years. Bradbury stated, “I believe in libraries because most

students don't have any money. When I graduated from high school, it was during the Depression, and we

had no money. I couldn't go to college, so I went to the library . . .” 1

While writing, Bradbury sold newspapers to support himself. He began to publish some of his own work



and sold his first professional piece in November 1941. Although the United States would join World War II

shortly  thereafter,  Bradbury  was  ineligible  to  enlist  in  the army because  of  vision problems.  Bradbury

continued to write, and by 1943, was able to become a full-time writer. In 1947, Bradbury published his first

collection of short stories, Dark Carnival, and married his wife of 56 years, Marguerite (Maggie). 

While raising a family – Bradbury and his wife had four daughters – , Ray Bradbury wrote and published

numerous works, including  The Martian Chronicles  (1950), another collection of short stories known as

The Illustrated Man  (1951),  Fahrenheit 451  (1953),  Dandelion Wine  (1957),  A Medicine for Melancholy

(1959),  Something  Wicked  This  Way Comes  (1962),  The  Machineries  of  Joy  (1964),  I  Sing the  Body

Electric! (1969), Long after Midnight (1976), and Death Is a Lonely Business (1985).  

In 1999, Bradbury suffered a stroke. Still,  he continued to write,  even dictating his work to one of his

daughters  for  several  hours  a  day.  Another  novel,  From  the  Dust  Returned,  was  published  in  2001.

Bradbury  also  continued  to  make  appearances  at  science-fiction  conventions  until  2009.  During  his

lifetime,  Bradbury  was  given numerous  honors  and  awards,  his  prolific  writing  career  having made  a

tremendous mark on American society. On June 5, 2012, at the age of 91, Ray Bradbury passed away after a

long illness. 

In Fahrenheit 451 – often considered his best work – , Bradbury focuses on the ideas of censorship and the

distraction of media to our society. This novel, published in 1953, has stood the test of time because, as

Bradbury stated in 1994, “Political correctness is the real enemy these days . . . It's thought control and

freedom of speech control.” 2

Bradbury was also vehemently against his books being published electronically, stating that society uses too

many machines – computers, cell phones, etc. In 2011, just one year before his death, Bradbury allowed

Fahrenheit 451 to be published as an e-book, provided that it could be digitally downloaded by any library

patron. This is the only book in the entire Simon and Schuster publication catalog for which this is allowed. 

As an author, Bradbury was best known for “his highly imaginative short stories and novels that blend a

poetic  style,  nostalgia  for  childhood,  social  criticism,  and  an  awareness  of  the  hazards  of  runaway

technology.” 3

Assignment 1: Read Sections I and II of Fahrenheit 451 by Ray Bradbury.

https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/criticism


IDEAS TO CONSIDER AS YOU READ –  (you are not required to submit answers to these

questions this week; we will discuss them further in Lesson 2.) 

• WHAT DO I VALUE? Maybe you aren’t a hardcore literature lover. Maybe history isn’t your 

favorite. What’s something that you value but tend to take for granted? 4 How would you feel if that 

thing were taken away or criminalized?

• RELATIONSHIPS: What are relationships like in this society? How have relationships—or the 

lack thereof—impacted the characters?

• HISTORY: What version of history are people learning? Why does their grasp of history matter to 

the story?

• STYLE: Bradbury’s prose style is different from our other authors. What makes it unique? How 

does it work with Montag’s narratorial voice and story? 

• WHAT’S MISSING? What does Montag feel he’s lacking? What do you think that their society is 

missing? Is completion ever identified?

1. Steinhauer, Jennifer. “A Literary Legend Fights for a Local Library.” The New York Times, 19 June 2009, 

https://www.nytimes.com/2009/06/20/us/20ventura.html. Accessed 3 September 2020. 

2. Aggelis, Stephen Louis. “Conversations with Ray Bradbury.” Florida State University Libraries, 2003, 

http://diginole.lib.fsu.edu/islandora/object/fsu:168044/datastream/PDF/view. Accessed 3 September 2020. 

3. Gregersen, Erik. “Ray Bradbury – American Writer.” Brittanica, updated 18 August 2020, https://www.britannica.com/biography/Ray-

Bradbury. Accessed 3 September 2020. 

4. Inspired by Neil Gaiman’s 2013 introduction to the Simon & Schuster 60th Edition reprint of Fahrenheit 451.
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