
The Lantern English Co.
English Program

Level VII (12th Grade)

Week One: Vocabulary

LESSON & ASSIGNMENTS: WRITE DEFINITIONS

Assignment 1: Read the 40 words below. This is your vocabulary list for study over the next nine weeks. 
Begin this week by looking up the definition for each of the words, then write it in your own words. 

• abject
• agnostic 
• aspire
• assay
• atrophy
• circumspect
• complicity
• derelict
• despondent
• deviate
• enervate
• equity
• esoteric
• gregarious
• indictment
• intemperate
• intermittent
• interim
• loquacious 
• moot

• motif
• paradigm
• paradox
• paranoia
• peruse
• prestigious
• proliferate
• prominent
• proprietary
• quarantine
• scrupulous
• scrutinize
• sequester
• surveillance
• terse
• testy
• travesty
• vagary
• vapid
• wistful



The Lantern English Co.
English Program

Level VII (12th Grade)

Week One: Grammar

LESSON & ASSIGNMENTS: NOUNS, PRONOUNS, VERBS

Assignment 1A: Write ten common nouns for each: 

Person

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.

Place

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.

Thing

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.

Ideas

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.

Assignment 1B: Study the song below, The Star Spangled Banner. Underline all of the common nouns. 
Ask yourself for each word: “Does this name a person, place, thing, or idea?”

The Star-Spangled Banner

O say can you see, by the dawn’s early light,

What so proudly we hail’d at the twilight’s last gleaming,

Whose broad stripes and bright stars through the perilous fight

O’er the ramparts we watch’d were so gallantly streaming?

And the rocket’s red glare, the bombs bursting in air,

Gave proof through the night that our flag was still there,

O say does that star-spangled banner yet wave

O’er the land of the free and the home of the brave?

On the shore dimly seen through the mists of the deep

Where the foe’s haughty host in dread silence reposes,



What is that which the breeze, o’er the towering steep,

As it fitfully blows, half conceals, half discloses?

Now it catches the gleam of the morning’s first beam,

In full glory reflected now shines in the stream,

’Tis the star-spangled banner - O long may it wave

O’er the land of the free and the home of the brave!

And where is that band who so vauntingly swore,

That the havoc of war and the battle’s confusion

A home and a Country should leave us no more?

Their blood has wash’d out their foul footstep’s pollution.

No refuge could save the hireling and slave

From the terror of flight or the gloom of the grave,

And the star-spangled banner in triumph doth wave

O’er the land of the free and the home of the brave.

O thus be it ever when freemen shall stand

Between their lov’d home and the war’s desolation!

Blest with vict’ry and peace may the heav’n rescued land

Praise the power that hath made and preserv’d us a nation!

Then conquer we must, when our cause it is just,

And this be our motto - “In God is our trust,”

And the star-spangled banner in triumph shall wave

O’er the land of the free and the home of the brave.

Assignment 1C: Write ten proper nouns for each. Remember to capitalize each proper noun: 

Person

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.

Place

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.

Thing

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.



Assignment 1D: Underline all of the nominative or possessive pronouns in the following sentences. 

1. Is this train his? 8. Will you get me some medicine? 

2. The cup is hers. 9. We are not feeling very well. 

3. They will show us the skill. 10. I don't understand why she is not tired. 

4. It is ours. 11. This coupon is for us. 

5. Which one is yours? 12. They will call him tomorrow. 

6. He will never tell me his secrets! 13. Which phone number will be mine? 

7. Do you think that's funny? 14. The cars are theirs. 

Assignment 1E: Underline the action verbs in this passage, Lincoln's famous Gettysburg Address. 

Fourscore and seven years ago our fathers brought forth on this continent a new nation, 

conceived in liberty and dedicated to the proposition that all men are created equal. Now we 

are engaged in a great civil war, testing whether that nation or any nation so conceived and 

so dedicated can long endure. We are met on a great battlefield of that war. We have come 

to dedicate a portion of that field as a final resting-place for those who here gave their lives  

that that nation might live. It is altogether fitting and proper that we should do this. But in a 

larger sense, we cannot dedicate, we cannot consecrate, we cannot hallow this ground. The 

brave men,  living and dead who struggled here  have consecrated it  far  above our poor 

power to add or detract. The world will little note nor long remember what we say here, but 

it can never forget what they did here. It is for us the living rather to be dedicated here to 

the unfinished work which they who fought here have thus far so nobly advanced. It  is 

rather for us to be here dedicated to the great task remaining before us--that from these 

honored dead we take increased devotion to that cause for which they gave the last full  

measure of devotion--that we here highly resolve that these dead shall not have died in vain, 

that this nation under God shall have a new birth of freedom, and that government of the 

people, by the people, for the people shall not perish from the earth.

Assignment 1F: Underline the linking verbs in this passage, from the introduction to Hellen Keller's The 
Story of my Life. 

One  cause  for  the  excellence  of  her  letters  is  the  great  number  of  them.  They  are  the 

exercises which have trained her to write. She has lived at different times in different parts 

of the country, and so has been separated from most of her friends and relatives. Of her 

friends, many have been distinguished people, to whom--not often, I think, at the sacrifice 

of spontaneity--she has felt it necessary to write well. To them and to a few friends with  

whom  she  is  in  closest  sympathy  she  writes  with  intimate  frankness  whatever  she  is 



thinking about. Her naive retelling of a child's tale she has heard, like the story of "Little  

Jakey," which she rehearses for Dr. Holmes and Bishop Brooks, is charming and her grave  

paraphrase of the day's lesson in geography or botany, her parrot-like repetition of what she 

has heard, and her conscious display of new words, are delightful and instructive; for they 

show not only what she was learning, but how, by putting it all into letters, she made the 

new knowledge and the new words her own. 

Assignment 1G: Read each sentence and decide if the italicized verb is an action verb or a linking verb. 

1. She appeared in court. 

2. The cookies smelled amazing while they were baking. 

3. We decided to grow potatoes in the back yard. 

4. The director sounded the whistle to get everyone's attention.

5. We will remain as long as necessary. 

6. The sky turned dark. 

7. The children looked out the window, waiting for their father to come home. 

8. The cake tasted so wonderful! 

9. We proved you wrong! 

10. I felt the blanket's softness.

Assignment 1H: Underline the helping verbs in the following passage, from In Search of Lost Time by 
Marcel Proust.

We believe that we can change the things around us in accordance with our desires—we 

believe it because otherwise we can see no favourable outcome. We do not think of the 

outcome  which  generally  comes  to  pass  and  is  also  favourable:  we  do  not  succeed  in 

changing  things  in  accordance  with  our  desires,  but  gradually  our  desires  change.  The 

situation that we hoped to change because it was intolerable becomes unimportant to us.  

We have failed to surmount the obstacle, as we were absolutely determined to do, but life 

has taken us round it, led us beyond it, and then if we turn round to gaze into the distance of  

the past, we can barely see it, so imperceptible has it become. 



The Lantern English Co.
English Program

Level VII (12th Grade)

Week One: Writing

LESSON & ASSIGNMENTS: CRITICAL READING SKILLS

After writing these paraphrase and summary essays, it is now time to put those skills into action in more  
practical  terms. As we stated in the previous lesson, in academic situations, it is more common to use 
summary (and paraphrase) as part of a whole essay, rather than writing a paraphrase or summary by itself. 
Many essays you will write in college do require reading of a text, from which you will then paraphrase  
and/or summarize the main points, followed by your written analysis of that text.

While you should be comfortable reading a text and paraphrasing or summarizing it for your audience, you 
must also apply critical reading skills in order to produce meaningful analysis of the text. Knowing how to  
summarize the main ideas is not enough for what you will need to write most essays. 

Critical reading, also known as close reading, is a very useful skill to have in both academic and business  
settings. First, understand that  to read critically  does not mean to be critical of what you read. “Critical 
reading means engaging in what you read by asking yourself questions.  Being critical, therefore - in an 
academic sense – means advancing your understanding, not dismissing and therefore closing off learning. 
To read critically is to exercise your judgment about what you are reading – that is, not taking anything you 
read at face value.” 1 

Whether applied to fictional or non-fictional texts, the concept of critical reading is to read a text multiple 
times and then ask (and answer) three key sections and questions. 

• General Meaning (Paraphrase/Summary): “What is happening in this text,  and how do I 
know?” 

• Created Meaning (Rhetorical Analysis): “What type(s) of language and development does the 
author use, and how do the author's choices help me to understand and/or appreciate something 
which I did not see after the initial reading?” 

• Thematic Meaning (Evaluation): “Looking at the grander scheme of the text and/or the human 
condition,  what  does  this  text  make  me  think  or  wonder  about?  Can  I  draw any  connections  
between this text, the human condition, society, etc? Do I agree or disagree with these ideas? What  
are my opinions, interpretations, etc?



The purpose of critical reading is to gain a deep understanding of the text in order to pursue meaningful  
discussion about its ideas. “Close reading is thoughtful, critical analysis of a text that focuses on significant  
details or patterns in order to develop a deep, precise understanding of the text’s form, craft, meanings, 
etc.” 2

“Most essays, especially academic essays, begin with a close reading of some kind of text—a 
painting, a movie, an event—and usually with that of a written text. When you close read,  
you observe facts and details about the text. You may focus on a particular passage, or on 
the text as a whole. Your aim may be to notice all striking features of the text, including 
rhetorical features, structural elements, cultural references; or, your aim may be to notice 
only  selected  features  of  the  text—for  instance,  oppositions  and  correspondences,  or 
particular historical references. Either way, making these observations constitutes the first 
step in the process of close reading.” 3

STEPS TO CRITICAL READING

1. Become part of the author's audience. First, learn about the author. Study the author's history and 
the history of the text. Next, discover for whom the author wrote the piece. Furthermore, if there is 
an  introduction  or  additional  notes  to  the  text,  read  these  as  well.  Gaining  this  background 
information will help you to better understand the author's purpose.

2. Read with an open mind.  Remember,  to read critically  is  not  to be critical  of  the text.  Critical 
reading demands that you maintain open judgment on the text. Your goal, as a critical reader, is to  
gain  knowledge  –  not  criticize  or  rewrite  a  text  based  on  your  own  personal  ideas,  opinion, 
worldview, or personality. Read thoroughly what is actually on the page; be fair to the author; give  
yourself time to think through everything you have read and respond objectively to it. 

3. Consider the title, as it “may provide clues to the writer's attitude, goals, personal viewpoint, or 
approach.” 4

4. Read with a  pencil  in hand.  Read slowly.  Take notes,  or  annotate  the text.  “Annotating means 
underlining  or  highlighting  key  words  and  phrases—anything  that  strikes  you as  surprising  or 
significant, or that raises questions—as well as making notes in the margins. When we respond to a  
text in this way, we not only force ourselves to pay close attention, but we also begin to think with 
the author about the evidence—the first step in moving from reader to writer.” 3

5. Whenever  you  are  unsure,  use  a  dictionary  or  other  reference  material  to  supplement  your 
understanding. 

6. Look for patterns in the text. What is the thesis or theory? Is there an argument presented? What 
are the argument's supporting points and how do they relate to each other and to the thesis? What  
examples and evidence is used? How do they relate? What argument-building techniques are used? 
What forms of analysis are used? 

7. If  the  assignment  calls  for  it,  interpret  and  evaluate  the  patterns.  (More  on  this  in  future 
assignments!)



1. “Critical Reading and Reading Strategy.” Skills You Need. Accessed 3 Apr. 2018. 

2. Burke, Beth. “A Close Look at Close Reading.” Nie Online. Accessed 13 May 2016.

3. Kain, Patricia. “How To Do A Close-Reading.” Writing Center at Harvard University, 1998. Accessed 3 Apr. 2018.

4. “Critical Reading.” The Writing Center, Cleveland State University. Accessed 3 Apr. 2018.

Assignment 1: Choose one of the following texts. Read it critically. Then, respond to the list of questions 
below. 

• “Attitude” by Margaret Atwood
• “Fail Better” by Zadie Smith
• “How to Do What You Love” by Paul Graham
• “On Keeping a Notebook” by Joan Didion

CRITICAL READING QUESTIONS

General Questions: 

• What is the author's objective in this text? How do you know? 

• Has this objective been achieved, and to what extent? 

• What is the significance of this text to general knowledge? 

• What  approach  did  the  author  take  when  writing  this  text?  (analysis,  personal  reflection, 

comparative, problem/solution, etc.)

• What is the writing style of this text and does it suit the intended audience? 

Questions about Claims: 

• Are any assumptions being made in this text?

• Do the assumptions seem reasonable in this context? 

• Are any generalizations being made? Are these generalizations reasonable here? 

• Do any claims seem too certain? 

• Does the author use evidence to support a claim? If so, what kind? 

• Is the evidence valid, reliable, and effective? 

• Is the author's approach objective or biased? 

• What conclusions does the author draw, and are they justifiable? 

• Are the author's arguments consistent throughout? 



Questions about Changes: 

• Is there anything missing in this text?

• How is the text organized? Is this effective, or could it be improved? How so? 

• Is anything in the text used out of context? 

• Is there anything problematic in the text? 

Questions about Personal Engagement: 

• How does this text relate to my personal experience?

• How does my personal knowledge and experience affect the way I read the text?

• Can my personal experience help me to evaluate the claims?



The Lantern English Co.
English Program

Level VII (12th Grade)

Week One: Literature

LESSON & ASSIGNMENTS: READING

Assignment 1: Read Sections I and II of Fahrenheit 451, by Ray Bradbury.


