
The Lantern English Co.
English Program

Level IV (9th Grade)

Week One: Vocabulary

LESSON & ASSIGNMENTS: WRITE DEFINITIONS

Assignment 1: Read the 30 words below. This is your vocabulary list for study over the next nine weeks.  
Begin this week by looking up the definition for each of the words, then write it in your own words. 

• ardor
• assiduous
• avarice
• benefactor
• candid
• conjecture
• consternation
• divest
• eminent
• emphatic
• formidable
• fortuitously
• impertinent
• impetuous
• ingenious

• irreverent
• jargon
• misnomer
• obdurate
• portend
• presumptuous
• profligate
• recalcitrant
• reverberate
• semblance
• shrouded
• stringency
• turbid
• vestige
• vigilance



The Lantern English Co.
English Program

Level IV (9th Grade)

Week One: Grammar

LESSON & ASSIGNMENTS: NOUNS & PRONOUNS

Writing is not just about having good ideas. If it were, people with good ideas would automatically be good  
writers. Unfortunately, this is not the case. 

A good writer knows that he must have more than creative ideas in his head. In fact, he must have much 
more than ideas. A good writer must have knowledge of his language.

If  you want  to  be  a  good writer  and  do  not  understand your  language  (whether  English,  Chinese,  or 
Russian),  you will  not get very far. Understanding the basic mechanics of your language is essential to 
crafting good writing in letters, essays, reports, and stories. Although these studies may seem boring to you, 
your writing has no ability to improve or grow unless you take the time to build a strong 
foundation in mechanics.

We begin our study of writing mechanics with the parts of speech. Our English language has eight parts of 
speech. Here are the names and some examples of each:

Noun Names a person, place, thing, or 
idea

Examples: mom, Mr. Grape, 
Seattle, NYC, apple, guitar, 
happiness, joy

Pronoun Replaces a noun Examples: he, she, it, I, you, some

Verb States an action, helps another 
verb, or links another word to the 
subject 

Examples: be, have, do, like, work, 
sing, can, must

Adjective Describes a noun Examples: a/an, the, sixty-nine 
(69), blue, some, good, big, red, 
interesting

Adverb Describes an adjective, verb, or 
another adverb 

Examples: quickly, silently, well, 
badly, very, really 

Conjunction Joins clauses or sentences or 
words 

Examples: and, but, when

Preposition Links a noun to another word Examples: under, above, over, in, 
on, after, to, at

Interjection Short exclamation, sometimes 
inserted into a sentence 

Examples: My! Oh! Ouch! Hi!



For our first lesson, we will begin with both the noun and pronoun.  

The Noun

A noun names a person, place, thing, or idea. 
We can separate nouns into two main groups: concrete nouns and abstract nouns. 

Concrete nouns are nouns that we can touch with our hands, see with our eyes, smell with  
our nose, hear with our ears, or taste with our tongue.  In other words, we use one or more of our 
five senses to experience the concrete noun. Concrete nouns name people, places, and things. 

The other type of noun is an abstract noun. This is a noun that we cannot see, hear, feel,  
touch, or taste.

Happiness is an example of this. We cannot see, hear, smell, touch, or taste happiness. It is an idea or a  
concept. You cannot say what color happiness is or what it tastes like. If you tried to touch happiness, you  
would have a very hard time doing that because there is nothing to touch. Does happiness have a smell? No. 
Happiness is an abstract noun.  

Freedom and liberty are two other examples of abstract nouns. Abstract nouns do not have color, sound, 
taste, etc. Abstract nouns name ideas. 

We can also categorize nouns in another way:  common nouns and proper nouns.  Let us look at 
common nouns first. 

Common Nouns

Person
• mother
• brother
• clerk
• policeman
• athlete

Place
• home
• store
• street
• bedroom
• warehouse

Thing
• cup
• bananas
• table
• book
• computer

Idea
• love
• hope
• happiness
• fear
• anger

Notice that the nouns in the first table do not start with a capital letter. That is because they are not naming  
a specific person, place, thing, or idea. We call these types of nouns common nouns or improper  
nouns.  We use common nouns when we are not referring to something by a specific name.

Assignment 1A: Write ten common nouns for each: 

Person

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.

Place

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.

Thing

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.

Ideas

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.



Assignment 1B: Find the common nouns in the following sentences.

1. He put the books away. 9.  We will go eat dessert. 

2. The grass is wet. 10. The snow-blower is loud. 

3. My friends sat in the sun. 11. We made sandwiches for lunch. 

4. Our house is small. 12. The car was stolen. 

5. Will you get the mail? 13. The boy took a nap. 

6. I need to buy a gift. 14. The package arrived late. 

7. My water bottle broke. 15. Where is your suitcase? 

8. Justin needs a shirt. 16. The plane flew high into the clouds. 

Proper Nouns

Person
• Mom
• Aunt Susan
• Grandpa Chuck
• President Anderson

Place
• Highland Park
• Walgreens
• King's Dominion
• France

Thing
• Empire Apples
• Bible
• Android
• Nile River

Note that all of the nouns in this table begin with a capital letter. These nouns are naming a specific person, 
place, or thing (note that ideas – abstract nouns – can never be made proper.) We call these types of  
nouns specific or proper nouns. We use proper nouns when we are referring to something 
by a specific name. 

The following categories are always proper nouns.

1. Names of people and pets:  

Mrs. Edwards David Snoopy Garfield

2. Names of places and buildings:

Madrid, Spain Main Street Washington Monument
Lake Ontario Alaska Pacific Ocean

3. Names of books, movies, newspapers, and magazines: 

Charlotte's Web Toy Story The Orlando Times
Highlights Monsters, Inc. 

4. Names of holidays, days of the week, and months:  

Christmas Sunday April
Memorial Day Thanksgiving Friday

5. Names of languages:

Spanish English French Italian



6. Names of companies and brand names:

Google Pepsi Nike Apple

7. Titles of people when used in front of their names:

President Lincoln King George Captain Hook
Judge Peterson Prince William Doctor McNeish

8. Names of religions:

Baptist Protestant Jewish Catholic

Two groups of nouns that can be confusing when it comes to capitalizing them are the seasons (spring, 
summer, fall, and winter) and directions (north, south, east, west). 

The general rule for seasons is that you do not capitalize them unless they start a sentence or are part of the 
name of an event such as the "Winter Olympics."

The rule for directions is also easy. If you are referring to a specific part or location of the country (such as  
the South, the Northwest,  the East), then you should capitalize them. But, if you are just referring to a  
general direction, then do not capitalize them (such as north of town, southeast of my house).

Assignment 1C: Write five proper nouns for each. Remember to capitalize each proper noun: 

Person

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Place

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Thing

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Making Nouns Plural

Making nouns plural is something you should already be familiar with in junior high school. Most of the  
time, it is something you learn just by speaking. You know to turn  eyelash  into  eyelashes  or  chair  into 
chairs.  You know that there are various plural forms such as  tomato turned into  tomatoes  or  sheep  into 
sheep. For the sake of time, we will not review rules for making nouns plural here. If you feel you do not  
understand the rules, you can ask for review material or find your own online. 

Making Nouns Possessive

Although this  also  should  be something you are  familiar  with,  making nouns possessive  trips  a lot  of  
students up. Let us review the basic rules: 

Rule #1  -  If  the noun ends  in  the  sound of  the letter  S,  we use an apostrophe to  show  
possession.

the bus - the bus' window the class - the class' lesson
the cars - the cars' drivers



Rule #2 - If the noun ends in any sound other than S, we use an apostrophe and then the 
letter S to show possession. 

the dog - the dog's bone the quiz - the quiz's answers
the men - the men's team

Rule  #3  -  If  a  proper  noun  ends  in  the  letter  S,   we  use  only  an  apostrophe  to  show 
possession. 

Charles - Charles' book Jesus - Jesus' mother Chris - Chris' bicycle

Rule #4 - Acronyms form the possessive with an apostrophe and the letter S.

NASA - NASA's spaceship ABC - ABC's documentary
USA - the USA's flag

Rule #5 - If you have two nouns and two objects that are individually owned, then each noun 
is made possessive.

John and Mary - John's and Mary's hats          
James and Ann - James' and Ann's dinners

Rule #6  - If you have two nouns and both nouns own the same object, then just the last noun 
is made possessive.

John and Mary - John and Mary's children
James and Ann - James and Ann's car

Assignment 1D:  Make the following nouns possessive.

1. Tim 11. Paris

2. the island 12. Judah and Micah (books)

3. the cup 13. the rooms

4. the stairs 14. Eleanor

5. the USA 15. the fish

6. the friends 16. the glass

7. Julie and James (house) 17. Ross

8. the octopus 18. the monkeys

9. Charis 19. the building

10. the light 20. Elliot and Jane (party)



Pronouns

We can study the pronoun immediately following the noun because it performs the same job as the noun. A 
pronoun is a word that takes the place of a noun. Pronouns are very useful because otherwise we 
would be repeating the same noun over and over again. There are several kinds of pronouns in English. 
Each type of pronoun is used in a specific way. This lesson will teach you how to use  nominative  and 
possessive pronouns (You will learn about the other kinds of pronouns in Lesson 7).

Nominative pronouns are sometimes called subject pronouns, because they usually take the 
place of a noun that is functioning as the subject in a sentence (more about that in Lesson 4).

Here are the nominative or subject pronouns. The singular is given with its plural in the next column.

Singular  Plural 
I  we
you  you
he  they
she  they
it  they

Remember, these pronouns are used as the subjects of a sentence. Below are some examples using each of 
these pronouns.  

Singular Plural 
I drive a car. We drive a car. 
You eat ice cream. You (all) eat ice cream. 
He speaks Russian. They speak Russian. 
She swims every day. They swim every day. 
It keeps food cold. They keep the food cold. 

Possessive  pronouns  are  used  to  shown  possession.  We  can  substitute  a  possessive  
pronoun for a possessive noun in the same way we substitute a nominative pronoun for a subject.

Here are the possessive pronouns.  The singular is given with its plural in the next column.

Singular Plural 
mine ours
yours yours
his theirs
hers theirs
its theirs

Remember, these pronouns are only used to show possession. Look at some examples using each of these 
possessive pronouns.  

Singular Plural 
The car was mine. The car was ours.
The ice cream is yours. The ice cream is (all of) yours .
The book will be his. The book will be theirs.
The swimming pool is hers. The swimming pool is theirs.
The tires were its. The tires were theirs.



Assignment 1E: Underline all of the nominative or possessive pronouns in the following sentences. 

1. What are you drinking? 8. The balloons are hers. 

2. The fish are theirs. 9. Are we going to Disney World? 

3. He is a toddler. 10. She loves making pasta. 

4. They are our leaders. 11. The blankets are ours.  

5. Is that book yours? 12. Which are they buying? 

6. It is going to be fun. 13. Where are ours? 

7. That iPad is mine. 14. You are going to be late! 



The Lantern English Co.
English Program

Level IV (9th Grade)

Week One: Writing

LESSON & ASSIGNMENTS: REVIEW OFORGANIZATIONAL METHODS

Good preparation will result in a good essay. The first four weeks have given you a great foundation in essay 
writing, but we have two more things to cover before we begin actually writing essays.  Learning some 
planning skills will make a surprising difference in your ability to write great essays. 

First, you must know what type of essay you are going to write. (We discussed this a bit on week one, in 
reference  to  the  different  types  of  paragraphs.)  Often,  the  type  of  essay  is  determined for  you in  the  
assignment. Yet sometimes, you have the choice of essay style. It is important to know the four main types 
of essays available to you. 

• The Narrative Essay: A narrative is another word for a story. A narrative essay tells a story, be it 
personal, historical, or biographical. 

• The  Descriptive  Essay: This  style  of  essay  does  just  as  it  says;  it  describes.  You  could  be 
describing a person, place, object, feeling, experience, taste, sound, etc. 

• The Expository Essay: An exposition is something which primarily gives facts. Expository essays 
can accomplish multiple goals, but all expository essays are built around factual information. The 
purpose of the expository essay is to explain, define, inform, or describe. 

• The Argumentative (or Persuasive) Essay: The goal of this essay style is to make a debatable 
claim and then defend that claim with reliable evidence. The argumentative essay aims to persuade 
the reader that the statement presented is the best one to adopt. While this style of essay certainly 
must present facts, the writer's opinions are a big part of the essay's success as well. 

So, you have an essay topic and you know which essay style you are to write. Yet, to make your essay truly  
interesting and logical, you must present this topic and your ideas about the topic in an organized way. 
However, there is not a single method to follow in order to achieve an organized presentation. Instead,  
there are several methods you choose from, based on your topic and the writing goal you are trying to 
accomplish.  



Let us go over the main forms of essay organization: 

• Chronological Order: 

This is to write details in order of time. History books are usually written in chronological order –  
starting from the beginning of time and working to modern times. Using chronological order is good 
for expository essays if  you are trying to explain how to do something (writing in steps)  or in a  
narrative essay when you are telling a story or explaining an event. 

• Classification: 

This  is  to  write  details  in  order  of  their  classification.  Science  books  often  use  a  classification 
organization when talking about animals or plants. You might be writing an expository essay on roses 
and want to classify the different types of roses, for example. Or, you could be writing an essay about 
cars and classify the different types of cars available. 

• Order of Space/Details: 

This is to write details in order of their location or “space”. If you are writing a descriptive essay on 
your bedroom, you might employ this form of organization. You could describe the room from left to  
right, for example. If you are writing an expository essay on the United States, you might list details 
from west to east. 

• Order of Importance: 

This is to write details in order of their importance. Whenever there are details that range in order of  
significance, you should employ this method. Instead of describing the United States from west to 
east, you could describe it from your favorite state to your least favorite state, or visa versa. When  
giving instructions or advice in an essay, you should also employ this method – the steps should be  
listed in order of importance. 

• Cause and Effect 

This is to give details based on their occurrence and the outcome. For example, if you are writing a 
persuasive essay on classroom changes, you could use this method. “If we do this, this is what will  
happen”, or “this is what has been done and this is the result.” 

• Comparison and Contrast 

This is to compare and contrast two or more ideas. If you are writing a persuasive essay, this style  
comes in handy. You often want to compare two sides of an argument,  with their strengths and 
weaknesses. However, you could use this style in a descriptive essay (describing a variety of things, 
showing how they are similar  or how they are not),  in an expository  essay,  or even in a simple  
narrative.

Although your essay should have one organizational method as the main framework, you may combine 
several. For example, while the paragraphs may be arranged in ascending order of importance, within the 
paragraphs it is likely that you will incorporate comparisons, causes, classification or chronology. 



EXAMPLE PARAGRAPHS: 

• Chronological Order: 

Throughout the fifteen years of my life, I have been to five different countries. First, I was born in 
the United States. Then, when I was three months old, my parents brought me with them to Canada 
for a few days to attend the wedding of a family friend. We visited multiple states over the years as I 
was growing up, and then when I was nine I got to visit Canada again, for one day. This visit I do 
remember. A few years later, my family decided to become missionaries and we moved to Costa 
Rica for ten months to learn Spanish. This was the third country I had ever been to. After that, we 
moved to Guatemala, and we lived here for a year before we visited some friends in Belize for a  
week. Belize was my fifth country. After that we returned to Guatemala, and have lived here ever 
since.  

• Classification: 

There are many types of engines used to power aircraft, but three common engines are the turbofan 
engine, the turboprop engine, and the piston engine.  The turbofan engine, commonly used in large 
aircraft such as airliners or cargo jets, is an internal combustion engine.  It uses its large fan to suck 
air into the engine which gets compressed by the compressor fans and pushed into the combustion 
chamber at an extremely high pressure.  In the combustion chamber, fuel is added which causes the 
air to violently explode out of the back of the engine, turning the turbine and creating thrust.  The 
turboprop  engine  uses  the  same  idea  as  a  turbofan  engine.   It  compresses  the  air  into  the  
combustion chamber and then shoots it out at high velocity.  However, instead of using the air for 
thrust, it uses the air to turn a turbine which in turn, turns a propeller at the front of the airplane.  
The last engine is the piston engine.  This engine is largely used by small, general aviation aircraft.  
These types of engines use cylinders which are attached to a crankshaft to turn the engine.

• Order of Space/Details: 

If you would stand at the entrance of my room and look to your right, you would see an oak dresser.  
In this dresser there is old Lego sets, model airplanes, and other miscellaneous items.  Further to 
the right, is my bed.  It is a twin bed with sky blue sheets and a fluffy, white, down comforter.  To 
the left of my bed is another dresser with clothes in it, and next to that, my younger brothers bed. 
Above my younger brothers bed are two Navy WWII model airplanes which are hung from the air  
duct.  Even further to the left is my older brothers bed.

• Order of Importance: 

I love to read and I have a whole list of books I enjoy, but I know a book is one of my favorites when  
its characters and themes stick through the years, no matter how old I was when I first read it. My 
favorite  book of  all  time is  Ella Enchanted  by Gail  Carson Levine.  It’s  a  story  I  can’t  seem to 
outgrow. The main character, Ella, inspires me, and I find my heart racing with excitement every 
time I read the climax, even though I have the ending memorized by now. My second favorite book 
might  be  one  I  read  recently:  The  Giver  by  Lois  Lowry.  It  is  written  in  a  way  that  is  easily 
understood by most third-graders, but I find its simple sentences and dialogue make it all the more 
charming. After that, my favorite books begin to blend together until I cannot seem to pick one over  
the others. Among them are: Ender’s Game by Orson Scott Card, the Ranger’s Apprentice series by 
John Flanagan, Saavy by Ingrid Law, and The Lunar Chronicles series by Marissa Meyer. 

• Cause and Effect 

America is in great debt. Not just our Treasury, but the citizens are too! Most of this debt is due to a  
lack of self control, and failure to plan ahead. The majority of people being in deep debt has caused 
divorce rates and suicide rates to skyrocket. Thankfully, there is an option available that will build 



up your self control when it comes to spending money, and also teach you how to properly plan  
ahead. This method is known as “budgeting.” Budgeting is a fancy way of saying “organizing your  
money in a proper fashion.” Nationwide, budgeting has helped families stay financially stable, and 
stay out of debt. Sadly, those who do not budget their money properly are constantly frustrated over  
finances, and do not know how to properly manage money. This tears every kind of relationship 
apart, and can lead to chaos within families. Properly budgeted finances can not only save your  
money, but it can also save your relationships. 

• Comparison and Contrast 

The beach and the mountains are two very different places. The beach is a very sunny and warm 
place. It is a fun place to kick your shoes off and wade in the water, or dig your toes in the cool, 
moist sand. The mountains are drastically different, yet just as fun. You can hike a trail up the 
mountain to see a breathtaking view and eat a picnic lunch. Each place is different from the other,  
yet God created them both with His beauty and handiwork.

Assignment 1:  Write six paragraphs, using a different organizational method for each. Each paragraph 
should  demonstrate  understanding of  one of  the six  organizational  methods.  Thus,  you should  have a  
chronological  paragraph,  a  classification  paragraph,  an  order  of  space/details  paragraph,  an  order  of 
importance paragraph, a cause and effect paragraph, and a comparison and contrast paragraph. Remember  
to use appropriate formatting (write one sentence after the other, indent the first line, and left-align the 
text. Justified text is optional but not required.)



The Lantern English Co.
English Program

Level IV (9th Grade)

Week One: Literature

LESSON & ASSIGNMENTS: READING

Assignment 1: Read chapters 1-14 of Journey to the Center of the Earth, by Jules Verne. 


