
The Lantern English Co.
English Program

Level III (8th Grade)

Week One: Vocabulary

LESSON & ASSIGNMENTS: WRITE DEFINITIONS

Assignment 1: Read the 30 words below. This is your vocabulary list for study over the next nine weeks. 
Begin this week by looking up the definition for each of the words, then write it in your own words. 

• affluence
• aloft
• animosity
• belligerent
• concoction
• conspicuous
• contempt
• deft
• disperse
• ensued
• exuberant
• feigned
• flaccid
• flaunt
• forlorn

• gumption
• lassitude
• impudent
• indolent
• instigated
• majestic
• maudlin
• mundane
• pious
• piqued
• placate
• pompous
• reverie
• stammered
• stench



The Lantern English Co.
English Program

Level III (8th Grade)

Week One: Grammar

LESSON & ASSIGNMENTS: NOUNS

Writing is not just about having good ideas. If it were, people with good ideas would automatically be good  
writers. Unfortunately, this is not the case. 

A good writer knows that he must have more than creative ideas in his head. In fact, he must have much 
more than ideas. A good writer must have knowledge of his language.

If  you want  to  be  a  good writer  and do  not  understand  your  language  (whether  English,  Chinese,  or 
Russian), you will not get very far.  Understanding the basic mechanics of your language is essential to 
crafting good writing in letters, essays, reports, and stories. Although these studies may seem boring to you, 
your writing has no ability to improve or grow unless you take the time to build a strong 
foundation in mechanics.

We begin our study of writing mechanics with the parts of speech.  Our English language has eight parts of 
speech. Here are the names and some examples of each:

Noun Names a person, place, thing, or 
idea

Examples: mom, Mr. Grape, 
Seattle, NYC, apple, guitar, 
happiness, joy

Pronoun Replaces a noun Examples: he, she, it, I, you, some

Verb States an action, helps another 
verb, or links another word to the 
subject 

Examples: be, have, do, like, work, 
sing, can, must

Adjective Describes a noun Examples: a/an, the, sixty-nine 
(69), blue, some, good, big, red, 
interesting

Adverb Describes an adjective, verb, or 
another adverb 

Examples: quickly, silently, well, 
badly, very, really 

Conjunction Joins clauses or sentences or 
words 

Examples: and, but, when

Preposition Links a noun to another word Examples: under, above, over, in, 
on, after, to, at

Interjection Short exclamation, sometimes 
inserted into a sentence 

Examples: My! Oh! Ouch! Hi!



For our first lesson, we will begin with the noun.

The Noun

A noun names a person, place, thing, or idea. 
We can separate nouns into two main groups: concrete nouns and abstract nouns. 

Concrete nouns are nouns that we can touch with our hands, see with our eyes, smell with  
our nose, hear with our ears, or taste with our tongue.  In other words, we use one or more of our 
five senses to experience the concrete noun. Concrete nouns name people, places, and things. 

The other type of noun is an abstract noun. This is a noun that we cannot see, hear, feel,  
touch, or taste.

Happiness is an example of this. We cannot see, hear, smell, touch, or taste happiness. It is an idea or a  
concept. You cannot say what color happiness is or what it tastes like. If you tried to touch happiness, you 
would have a very hard time doing that because there is nothing to touch. Does happiness have a smell? No. 
Happiness is an abstract noun.  

Freedom and liberty are two other examples of abstract nouns. Abstract nouns do not have color, sound, 
taste, etc. Abstract nouns name ideas. 

We can also categorize nouns in another way:  common nouns and proper nouns.  Let us look at 
common nouns first. 

Common Nouns

Person
• mother
• brother
• clerk
• policeman
• athlete

Place
• home
• store
• street
• bedroom
• warehouse

Thing
• cup
• bananas
• table
• book
• computer

Idea
• love
• hope
• happiness
• fear
• anger

Notice that the nouns in the first table do not start with a capital letter. That is because they are not naming  
a specific person, place, thing, or idea. We call these types of nouns common nouns or improper  
nouns.  We use common nouns when we are not referring to something by a specific name.

Assignment 1A: Write ten common nouns for each: 

Person

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.

Place

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.

Thing

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.

Ideas

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.



Assignment 1B: Find the common nouns in the following sentences.

1. The alarm rang. 9.  My dad built a table.

2. I took out the trash. 10. Our neighbor visited with his dog. 

3. We played trains on the porch. 11. She delivered a flower. 

4. Mom is making pasta for dinner. 12. He used the marker.

5. The rain wouldn't stop. 13. Does Anna like chocolate?  

6. The baby is in the crib. 14. The clerk showed us the mulch. 

7. New plants look nice. 15. When is the concert? 

8. James needs new shoes. 16. New York is a large state. 

Proper Nouns

Person
• Mom
• Aunt Susan
• Grandpa Chuck
• President Anderson

Place
• Highland Park
• Walgreens
• King's Dominion
• France

Thing
• Empire Apples
• Bible
• Android
• Nile River

Note that all of the nouns in this table begin with a capital letter. These nouns are naming a specific person, 
place, or thing (note that ideas – abstract nouns – can never be made proper.) We call these types of  
nouns specific or proper nouns. We use proper nouns when we are referring to something 
by a specific name. 

The following categories are always proper nouns.

1. Names of people and pets:  

Mrs. Edwards David Snoopy Garfield

2. Names of places and buildings:

Madrid, Spain Main Street Washington Monument
Lake Ontario Alaska Pacific Ocean

3. Names of books, movies, newspapers, and magazines: 

Charlotte's Web Toy Story The Orlando Times
Highlights Monsters, Inc. 

4. Names of holidays, days of the week, and months:  

Christmas Sunday April
Memorial Day Thanksgiving Friday

5. Names of languages:

Spanish English French Italian



6. Names of companies and brand names:

Google Pepsi Nike Apple

7. Titles of people when used in front of their names:

President Lincoln King George Captain Hook
Judge Peterson Prince William Doctor McNeish

8. Names of religions:

Baptist Protestant Jewish Catholic

Two groups of nouns that can be confusing when it comes to capitalizing them are the seasons (spring, 
summer, fall, and winter) and directions (north, south, east, west). 

The general rule for seasons is that you do not capitalize them unless they start a sentence or are part of the 
name of an event such as the "Winter Olympics."

The rule for directions is also easy. If you are referring to a specific part or location of the country (such as  
the South, the Northwest,  the East), then you should capitalize them. But, if you are just referring to a  
general direction, then do not capitalize them (such as north of town, southeast of my house).

Assignment 1C: Write five proper nouns for each. Remember to capitalize each proper noun: 

Person

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Place

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Thing

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.



The Lantern English Co.
English Program

Level III (8th Grade)

Week One: Writing

LESSON & ASSIGNMENTS: BEYOND FIVE PARAGRAPHS

In the previous level, we introduced the five-paragraph essay. This structure is the most common for basic  
essays. If you remember, this is the structure: 

• Paragraph 1: Introduction

• Paragraph 2: Main point 1

• Paragraph 3: Main point 2

• Paragraph 4: Main point 3

• Paragraph 5: Conclusion

The five-paragraph essay is the easiest to write, because it gives the student a clearly prescribed outline to  
follow.  There  is  no  guessing  about  length,  order,  or  organization.  The  five-paragraph  essay  is  as  
straightforward as it gets. 

While you will continue to use the five-paragraph essay structure throughout junior high, high school, and 
even college, it is important to learn how to expand upon this structure. The fact is, once you get into more  
advanced topics, the five-paragraph essay is not going to give you enough space to express your thoughts. 

What is the student to do when he must write more than five paragraphs? Gone is the comfortable order of 
introduction, main point 1, main point 2, main point 3, and conclusion. Now, you are left to yourself, to  
figure out how to go bigger from here. Where do you even start? 

If you remember from  Intro to Essay I, in weeks six and seven we covered organizational methods and 
essay planning. What you studied in those two lessons will be essential as you continue in this course. If you 
can confidently plan and choose a proper structure for your essay, you will be fine. 

Let us review the basic concepts of essay planning. 



• Clarify the assignment and the type of essay required. 

• Define your topic. 

• Narrow your topic. 

• Brainstorm. 

• Determine the best organizational method. 

• Make an outline.

We want to draw your attention to points 4 and 5. Brainstorming is your first major asset to longer essays.  
The longer your essays become, the more details and ideas you have to cover. If you are writing a five-
paragraph essay, you really only have to cover three major points. However, if you are going to write a ten  
paragraph essay, you will have to include more details. It is important to brainstorm all of the possible  
ideas, opinions, thoughts, words, or descriptions that pertain to your topic. You should then organize these 
ideas in order of importance. You may want to keep certain ideas and cut others of lesser importance. 

After  you  brainstorm  and  determine  which  ideas  you  plan  to  cover,  you  should  determine  the  best  
organizational  method.  If  you  remember,  those  are  chronological  order,  classification,  order  of 
space/details, order of importance, cause and effect, and comparison and contrast. 

Finally, you should create a basic outline. Let's take a look at some examples. 

Descriptive Essay: describe someone important to you

Paragraph 1: Introduction

Paragraph 2: Speak about physical aspects of person

Paragraph 3: Speak about the character of person

Paragraph 4: Speak about the person's hobby, work, or community involvement

Paragraph 5: Speak about your personal relation to this person

Paragraph 6: Speak about memories or emotions connected with this person

Paragraph 7: Conclusion

Narrative Essay: tell about your recent vacation

Paragraph 1: Introduction

Paragraph 2: Describe where you went

Paragraph 3: Describe event 1

Paragraph 4: Describe event 2

Paragraph 5: Describe event 3

Paragraph 6: Describe event 4



Paragraph 7: Describe event 5

Paragraph 8: Conclusion

Argumentative Essay: argue to keep school only 9 months instead of 12 months

Paragraph 1: Introduction

Paragraph 2: Write about pros regarding 9 months of school

Paragraph 3: Compare with pros regarding 12 months of school

Paragraph 4: Contrast with cons regarding 9 months of school 

Paragraph 5: Compare with cons regarding 12 months of school

Paragraph 6: Conclusion

As you can see, each of these assignments is longer than five paragraphs. Some assignments may only be 
one or two paragraphs longer. Some assignments may be 5 or 6 (or more!) paragraphs longer. Your goal is  
to assess the ideas that you can cover and determine the best structure to present your ideas. 

Assignment 1:  To get  you started on the road of  longer  essays,  we will  give  you a  relatively  simple 
assignment.  Write  an  essay  of   six  (6)  to  ten  (10)  paragraphs  about  your  latest  vacation  or  travels.  
Brainstorm, choose the best organizational method for your ideas, and outline before writing. 

Ensure that the essay is formatted properly. (name, date, title, properly formatted paragraphs with indent 
or full space between each, and left-align the text. Justified text is optional but not required.) 



The Lantern English Co.
English Program

Level III (8th Grade)

Week One: Literature

LESSON & ASSIGNMENTS: READING

Assignment 1: Read chapters 1-4 of Johnny Tremain by Esther Forbes. 


