
The Lantern English Co.
English Program

Level I (6th Grade)

Week One: Vocabulary

LESSON & ASSIGNMENTS: WRITE DEFINITIONS

Assignment 1: Read the 25 words below. This is your vocabulary list for study over the next nine weeks.  
Begin this week by looking up the definition for each of the words, then write it in your own words. 

• advantage
• appease
• consideration
• disposal
• dominion
• enchanted
• forfeit
• glimpse
• hoax
• inquisitive
• liberate
• noble
• overwhelming
• prodigious
• rampant
• reliable
• repulsive
• revelry
• scheme
• solemn
• splendid
• suitable
• superior
• treacherous
• trifle



The Lantern English Co.
English Program

Level I (6th Grade)

Week One: Grammar

LESSON & ASSIGNMENTS: NOUNS

The English language has eight parts of speech. We will begin with the noun. 

What is a noun? A noun names a person, place, thing, or idea. 

Abstract & Concrete Nouns

We can separate nouns into two main groups: concrete nouns and abstract nouns. 

Concrete nouns are nouns that we can touch with our hands, see with our eyes, smell with  
our nose, hear with our ears, or taste with our tongue.  In other words, we use one or more of our 
five senses to experience the concrete noun.

Think about a cake. You can see the cake with your eyes, smell it with your nose, taste it with your tongue, 
and touch it with your hands. The cake may be chocolate with green frosting that smells like peppermint.  
When you touch it, the frosting is sticky and the cake is soft. If you put a bite of cake in your mouth, you can 
taste the chocolate and peppermint flavors mixed together. Cake is a concrete noun.

How about a drum? You can see the drum with your eyes, hear it with your ears, and touch it with your  
hands. The drum may be big and painted red. If you hit it with a stick, it will make a loud noise. When you  
touch it, you realize it is very heavy because it is so big. Drum is a concrete noun.

The other type of noun is an abstract noun. This is a noun that we cannot see, hear, feel,  
touch, or taste.

Happiness is an example of this. We cannot see, hear, smell, touch, or taste happiness. It is an idea or a  
concept. You cannot say what color happiness is or what it tastes like. If you tried to touch happiness, you  
would have a very hard time doing that because there is nothing to touch. Does happiness have a smell? No. 
Happiness is an abstract noun.  

Freedom and liberty are two other examples of abstract nouns. Abstract nouns do not have color, sound, 
taste, etc. 



Assignment 1A: Determine if the noun is a concrete noun or an abstract noun. Write C for concrete nouns 
and A for abstract nouns. 

1. ice cream 6. peace 11. bed
2. excitement 7. socks 12. bravery
3. tractor 8. fear 13. pencil
4. flower 9. cat 14. book
5. computer 10. friendship 15. faith

Assignment 1B: Write down five concrete nouns and five abstract nouns. Remember to ask yourself if you 
use one or more of your five senses (sight, smell, sound, taste, or touch) to experience the noun.

CONCRETE NOUNS: 

1. 
2.
3.
4.
5.

ABSTRACT NOUNS: 

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Common Nouns

You can categorize nouns by abstract and concrete. But, there is also another way to categorize nouns:  
common nouns and proper nouns. We will start by naming some nouns:

mother mailman summer playground toy

bicycle dog uncle fireman kitchen

zoo car paper tree pumpkin

Notice that these nouns do not start with a capital letter.  That is because they are not naming a 
specific person, place, thing, or idea. We call these types of nouns common nouns or improper 
nouns.  We use common nouns when we are not referring to something by a specific name.

For example, all of the underlined words in these sentences are common nouns:

A mother takes care of  her children. The toy is old.

A playground can be very big. The kitchen needs to be cleaned.

A car has four tires. The tree will be cut down.

A fireman puts out fires. The summer is hot.

A dog barks. The mailman brings letters.



In these sentences, none of the nouns listed have a specific name. They are common nouns. 

Assignment 1C: Find the common nouns in the following sentences.

1. The child played in the rain. 9. The table was set for dinner. 

2. They had a box of candy. 10. She wanted a doll.

3. The bed was soft. 11. The cup fell from the counter.

4. He wears a red shirt. 12. The family moved into their home. 

5. The tree is tall. 13. The computer ran slowly. 

6. A cat hunts mice. 14. The bookshelf is full of books.

7. The road was long. 15. My mother is beautiful. 

8. The shoes were small. 16. The clock is brown. 

Proper Nouns

In the previous section, we talked about common or improper nouns. These were nouns that did not have a  
specific name. 

But, what if we decided to talk about a specific person, place, or thing? What kind of noun would that be?  
That would be a proper noun. A proper noun is a noun with a specific name. It is important to 
know that a proper noun always begins with a capital letter.

Here are some examples of proper nouns:

Saturday Mr. Watson Zach Amy Highland Park

Texas Nile River Fido France Monday

Mary Bell Theater Boston Australia June

The following categories are always proper nouns.

1. Names of people and pets:  

Mrs. Edwards David Snoopy Garfield

2. Names of places and buildings:

Madrid, Spain Main Street Washington Monument
Lake Ontario Alaska Pacific Ocean

3. Names of books, movies, newspapers, and magazines: 

Charlotte's Web Toy Story The Orlando Times
Highlights Monsters, Inc. 

4. Names of holidays, days of the week, and months:  

Christmas Sunday April
Memorial Day Thanksgiving Friday



5. Names of languages:

Spanish English French Italian

6. Names of companies and brand names:

Google Pepsi Nike Apple

7. Titles of people when used in front of their names:

President Lincoln King George Captain Hook
Judge Peterson Prince William Doctor McNeish

8. Names of religions:

Baptist Protestant Jewish Catholic

Two groups of nouns that can be confusing when it comes to capitalizing them are the seasons (spring, 
summer, fall, and winter) and directions (north, south, east, west). 

The general rule for seasons is that you do not capitalize them unless they start a sentence or are part of the 
name of an event such as the "Winter Olympics."

The rule for directions is also easy. If you are referring to a specific part or location of the country (such as  
the South, the Northwest,  the East), then you should capitalize them. But, if you are just referring to a  
general direction, then do not capitalize them (such as north of town, southeast of my house).

Assignment  1D:  Decide  whether  the  following  nouns  are  proper  (P)  or  common  (C).   Correct  the 
capitalization of the proper nouns.

1. mississippi river 11. the road

2. the cat 12. lake erie

3. the house 13. pepsi

4. chinese 14. king edwards

5. the kitchen 15. north

6. susan 16. the summer olympics

7. winter 17. the phone

8. monday 18. taylor

9. protestant 19. australia

10. the south 20. doctor



Assignment 1E: Write ten common nouns and ten proper nouns of your own. 

COMMON NOUNS PROPER NOUNS

1. 
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.

1. 
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.



The Lantern English Co.
English Program

Level I (6th Grade)

Week One: Writing

LESSON & ASSIGNMENTS: FIRST STRETCHES
Who, What, When, Where, Why

We  expect  that  you  already  understand  how  to  write  a  proper  sentence,  but  sometimes,  it  can  be  
challenging to write detailed or lengthy sentences. Before we get into writing paragraphs or compositions, 
we want to focus on how you can improve your sentences by stretching them. 

As a reminder, a sentence is made with a subject (noun or pronoun) and a verb (action or linking verb plus  
any helping verbs). In order to grow our sentences, we must now add more detail. But how do we do that?  
Sometimes, it is easy to add detail, and other times, we feel really stuck! The best way to get started is by  
asking these five questions: Who, What, When, Where, Why. 

WHO

The subject answers the WHO of the sentence: WHO is the sentence about? 

• Adelaide painted. (WHO is this sentence about? It is about Adelaide.)
• Matthew rode. (WHO is this sentence about? It is about Matthew.)
• Emily answers. (WHO is this sentence about? It is about Emily.)
• Margaret took. (WHO is this sentence about? It is about Margaret.)
• Jeffery read. (WHO is this sentence about? It is about Jeffery.)

WHAT

The verb answers the WHAT of the sentence: WHAT is the subject doing?

• Adelaide painted. (WHAT did Adelaide do? She painted.)
• Matthew rode. (WHAT did Matthew do? He rode.)
• Emily answers.  (WHAT does Emily do? She answers.)
• Margaret took. (WHAT did Margaret do? She took.)
• Jeffery read.  (WHAT did Jeffery do? He read.) 



Now, we can also grow the WHAT question by asking the following: 

• WHAT did Adelaide paint? 
• WHAT did Matthew ride? 
• WHAT does Emily answer? 
• WHAT did Margaret take? 
• WHAT did Jeffery read? 

By answering these questions we stretch our sentences.

• Adelaide painted a picture.
• Matthew rode his bike.
• Emily answers the questions.
• Margaret took a nap.
• Jeffery read an entire book. 

Assignment 1A: Stretch the following sentences by growing the WHAT question.

1. Chelsea baked. (WHAT did Chelsea bake?)

2. Jordan wrote. (WHAT did Jordan write?)

3. They finished. (WHAT did they finish?)

4. We enjoy. (WHAT do we enjoy?)

5. I made. (WHAT did I make?)

WHEN

Once we have answered the WHO and WHAT of our sentences, we can continue to stretch the sentences by  
answering WHEN. To answer the WHEN question, we add an adverb or an adverb phrase (more than one  
word) to tell time.

• Adelaide painted a picture yesterday.
• After dinner, Matthew rode his bike. 
• Emily answers the questions every day.
• This afternoon, Margaret took a nap.
• Jeffery read an entire book this weekend.

Assignment 1B: Stretch the following sentences by answering WHEN. Notice that the adverb or adverb 
phrase can be placed at the beginning of the sentence or at the end of the sentence. 

1. Hannah visited the beach.

2. The boys played hockey. 

3. We packed for our trip. 

4. The plans were canceled.

5. Jackson ordered a pizza. 



WHERE

We continue to grow our sentences by answering WHERE. Again, to answer the WHERE question, we add 
an adverb or an adverb phrase. 

• Adelaide painted a picture at the studio yesterday.
• After dinner, Matthew rode his bike on the sidewalk.
• Emily answers the questions every day in class.
• This afternoon, Margaret took a nap in the hammock.
• While at the beach house, Jeffery read an entire book this weekend.

Assignment 1C: Stretch the following sentences by answering WHERE.  Notice that the adverb or adverb 
phrase can be placed at the beginning of the sentence, in the middle of the sentence, or at the end of the  
sentence. 

1. The tech guys fixed our computer yesterday.

2. We will play tomorrow.

3. The cabinets were delivered on Wednesday.

4. I ordered a sweet tea last night. 

5. Our family will travel next summer. 

WHY

Finally, we can grow our sentences by answering WHY. Often, these answers will begin with words like to, 
since, or because. 

• To reach her goal of 100 finished projects, Adelaide painted a picture at the studio yesterday.
• After dinner, Matthew rode his bike on the sidewalk because his friends were riding too.
• Since she studies well, Emily answers the questions every day in class.
• This afternoon, Margaret took a nap in the hammock because she was tired.
• While at the beach house, Jeffery read an entire book this weekend to finish his homework 

assignment.

Assignment 1D: Stretch the following sentences by answering WHY. 

1. We painted the upstairs bedrooms yesterday.

2. He will take Grandpa to the airport on Saturday. 

3. Mom made a fancy meal for Easter Sunday. 

4. Elliot enjoys reading books on the back porch.

5. You must practice the piano tomorrow in room 7C. 



As we close, you can begin to see the simple steps to stretching your sentences. Now, it is important to know 
that not all sentences will contain all five answers. And, as we continue to stretch our sentences, you will  
learn many different ways to add more detail that do not fit into the categories of WHO, WHAT, WHEN,  
WHERE,  and WHY. However, if you are stuck or just beginning on the sentence stretching road, using 
these five questions is the easiest way to start. 

Assignment 1E:  Write five of your own sentences. First choose a WHO. Then choose a WHAT. Then,  
grow the WHAT question to stretch your sentences. Add a WHEN or WHERE answer (or both). Finally, 
answer WHY. 

1. 

2.

3.

4.

5.
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Week One: Literature

LESSON & ASSIGNMENTS: THE ELEMENTS OF LITERATURE

What is literature? Literature is something you read. Technically, literature is “books or writings published  
on a particular subject.” There are two types of literature:

• Fiction: This means the story is not true. It is made up by the author. While there could be some 
details that are true, like a story set in San Diego, California or a story happening during the Civil 
War, the overall plot and characters are imagined. 

• Non-Fiction: This means the story is true; it actually happened. The writer is telling the reader 
about a real-life event. Reading about historical events, news stories, or even what your best friend 
did last week is reading a non-fiction story.

Parts Of Literature

Whether your book is fictional or non-fictional, there are three main parts of literature that you need to 
know.

1. Characters: who are the people in the story? 
2. Plot: what happens in the story?
3. Setting: where and when does the story take place? 

Every story must have these three elements.

We can sum it up by asking:  “Who, what, when and where?"

Look at a fiction example from a small section of The Emperor's New Suit by Hans Christian Anderson:



The Emperor's New Suit
Hans Christian Anderson

Many, many years ago lived an emperor, who thought so much of new clothes that he spent  
all his money in order to obtain them; his only ambition was to be always well dressed. He 
did not care for his soldiers, and the theatre did not amuse him; the only thing, in fact, he 
thought anything of was to drive out and show a new suit of clothes. He had a coat for every  
hour of the day; and as one would say of a king “He is in his cabinet,” so one could say of 
him, “The emperor is in his dressing-room.”

The great city where he resided was very gay; every day many strangers from all parts of the 
globe arrived. One day two swindlers came to this city; they made people believe that they 
were weavers, and declared they could manufacture the finest cloth to be imagined. Their  
colours and patterns, they said, were not only exceptionally beautiful, but the clothes made 
of their material possessed the wonderful quality of being invisible to any man who was 
unfit for his office or unpardonably stupid.

“That must be wonderful cloth,” thought the emperor. “If I were to be dressed in a suit made 
of this cloth I should be able to find out which men in my empire were unfit for their places,  
and I could distinguish the clever from the stupid. I must have this cloth woven for me 
without delay.” And he gave a large sum of money to the swindlers, in advance, that they 
should set to work without any loss of time. They set up two looms, and pretended to be  
very hard at work, but they did nothing whatever on the looms. They asked for the finest silk 
and the most precious gold-cloth; all they got they did away with, and worked at the empty 
looms till late at night.

“I  should very much like to  know how they are  getting on with the cloth,”  thought the 
emperor. But he felt rather uneasy when he remembered that he who was not fit for his  
office could not see it.  Personally, he was of opinion that he had nothing to fear, yet he 
thought it advisable to send somebody else first to see how matters stood. Everybody in the 
town knew what a remarkable quality the stuff possessed, and all were anxious to see how 
bad or stupid their neighbours were.

“I shall send my honest old minister to the weavers,” thought the emperor. “He can judge  
best how the stuff looks, for he is intelligent, and nobody understands his office better than  
he.”

The good old minister went into the room where the swindlers sat before the empty looms.  
“Heaven preserve us!” he thought, and opened his eyes wide, “I cannot see anything at all,”  
but he did not say so. Both swindlers requested him to come near, and asked him if he did 
not admire the exquisite pattern and the beautiful colours, pointing to the empty looms. The 
poor old minister tried his very best, but he could see nothing, for there was nothing to be 
seen.  “Oh dear,”  he  thought,  “can I  be  so  stupid? I  should  never  have thought  so,  and 
nobody must know it! Is it possible that I am not fit for my office? No, no, I cannot say that I  
was unable to see the cloth.”

“Now, have you got nothing to say?” said one of the swindlers, while he pretended to be 
busily weaving.

“Oh, it is very pretty, exceedingly beautiful,” replied the old minister looking through his 
glasses. “What a beautiful pattern, what brilliant colours! I shall tell the emperor that I like 
the cloth very much.”



Now, we should ask some questions. 

• Who? Who are the characters in this story? 

Thus far, we see four characters in this story: the emperor, two swindlers, and the old minister. 

• What? What did each of these characters do?

The emperor was very fond of having new clothes to show off. He commissioned the two swindlers 
to make him a very fine cloth for a new suit. 

The swindlers pretended to  be skilled weavers,  but  they sat  at  their  looms and did absolutely  
nothing. 

The old minister  was the first  to be  sent  by the emperor to  see the progress of the cloth.  He  
discovered that there was nothing to be seen on the loom, but he did not want to say this,  so  
he told the swindlers that the cloth was very beautiful. 

• When? Does the story give a time when these things take place? 

There are not many time details in this story. Not all stories need specific details of time. 

• Where? Where did this story take place?  

Again, this story does not give us a lot of details about where things took place, but we know that the 
emperor lives in a large city where people visit daily from all over the world. 

We can ask  these four  questions  no  matter  what  story,  fictional  or  non-fictional,  we are  reading.  All 
stories will have characters, a plot, and a setting. 

Now what about a non-fiction example?

The Boston Tea Party

Despite the peace that temporarily reigned in Boston, the Sons of Liberty were continually 
trying to find ways to keep Parliament’ s power over them in check. Furthermore, the tax on 
tea became more and more irritating.

In 1773, Parliament authorized the Tea Act. Within the Tea Act, Parliament granted the East 
India  Company  a  monopoly  (the  only  business  in  a  specific  trade  or  product)  over  the 
American tea trade. Although the monopoly decreased the price of tea, Americans realized 
that  Parliament was  only  regulating American trade,  and had the power to  interfere  in 
American business whenever  it  suited them. Public  protest  of  the Tea Act  grew quickly  
through the colonies. Fearing a revolt, several ships carrying tea destined for New York and 
Philadelphia returned to England without unloading tea.

On  December  16,  1773,  the  Sons  of  Liberty,  led  by  Samuel  Adams,  planned  to  show 
Parliament  how they  felt  about  the  Tea  Act.  They  boarded the  British  ship  Dartmouth 
docked in Boston Harbor, dressed up as Indians, and dumped the entire load of tea into the 
water. This event came to be known as the Boston Tea Party.



• Who? Who are the people in this historical narrative? 

The Sons of Liberty and Samuel Adams. We could also consider Parliament a "character".

• What did each person or group of people do? 

Parliament authorized the Tea Act which made the Americans mad.

Samuel  Adams  and  the  Sons  of  Liberty  dressed  up  as  Indians,  got  into  a  boat  called  The  
Dartmouth, and dumped all of the tea overboard.

• When? Historical narratives should always have dates. 

From reading this, we know that the Boston Tea Party took place on December 16th, 1773.

• Where? Finally, where did this event take place? 

It's easy to tell from the title: Boston. To be more specific, the Boston Tea Party happened in the 
Boston Harbor where the ships were docked.

For each narrative you read, whether fiction or non-fiction, you should ask these questions to figure out the 
who, what, when, and where. Now, it is your turn to practice.

Assignment 1: Choose five books around your house that you have already read. Write down their titles 
and  their  authors.  Then,  write  whether  each  story  is  fiction  or  non-fiction.  Finally,  answer  the  basic  
questions of who, what, when, and where for each. 


