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Intro to Shakespeare

Course Description:  The rockstar of his day, he wrote sitcoms, tragedies, teen romances, and history 
serials. He invented words, challenged conventions, and turned the entertainment world upside down—
that’s right, we are talking about William Shakespeare. Throughout this course, you will be introduced to  
Shakespeare’s stage and language, receive an overview of early modern England, and interact with three 
plays. Assignments will  include formal literary analysis papers as well as pieces intentionally crafted to 
improve comprehension. No prior experience with Shakespeare is necessary.

Course Outline: 

Week One: Who Was Shakespeare? (Overview, Context, Student Experience)

Week Two: How Do We Experience Shakespeare? (Speeches from Julius Caesar, Assorted Scenes, 

Etiquette for Attending a Shakespeare Play)

Week Three: Experiencing Comedies (A Midsummer Night’s Dream)

Week Four: Writing about Characters (A Midsummer Night’s Dream)

Week Five: Experiencing Tragedies (Macbeth)

Week Six: Writing about Plays (Macbeth)

Week Seven: Recovery after the Scottish Play (Selections from The Tempest)

Week Eight: Finals (Student-Selected from a Limited List—with Summaries!)

Grading Information: All assignment grades for this course will be averaged to receive a final course 
grade. Please review The Advanced Writer grading rubric for more information about how assignments will 
be graded. 
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REQUIRED TEXTS

The student should have access to copies of  A Midsummer Night’s Dream,  Macbeth,  The Tempest, and 
whatever fourth play the student selects.

There is no required edition; the student must simply cite the edition used, as different editions are based 
on  different  versions  of  Shakespeare’s  plays.  However,  please  do  not  use  “modern  English” 
translations or abridged copies of the plays, but instead choose edited copies in Elizabethan 
English (e.g.  the  Norton  Shakespeare)—we’ll  be  working  through  how  to  understand  Shakespeare’s 
language.

I recommend that students interact with the text (highlighting and marginal notes), but students are not 
required to own copies of the work—texts from the library are perfectly all right! If you would like to own  
each work, inexpensive copies can be found online and at used bookstores.

As students tend to experience stronger reading comprehension when not reading on a screen, I’d highly 
recommend that students have access to a hard copy of the works (a printed out PDF works well, too!).


